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Welcome to the start of the choices process for 2021-24.  In this booklet we set out information and guidance 

to help you and your child make the best possible decisions about subjects to study during the next three 

years.   

In years 7 and 8 your child will have followed a wide range of subjects providing a good overall grounding 

on which to base further study.  Our aim at All Saints is to provide a set of subjects which everyone must 

follow whilst still allowing a considerable element of choice.   

We anticipate that this booklet together with the Virtual Choices Day will help to explain the curriculum 

to be followed in the coming three years and assist your child in making their choices. 

You will know that the Government made considerable changes to the way in which GCSEs and BTECs 

operate.  Their intention has been to ensure examinations are more rigorous and consistently 

challenging.  The new scale of grades 9 to 1 is now fully operational, completely replacing grades A* to G 

and placing more emphasis on terminal examinations in Year 11.   

We do recommend that our students consider BTEC or similar subjects as these have less of an emphasis 

on examinations but are considered to be equivalent to GCSEs in depth and breadth of study. 

It is vital that students begin their courses with a clear understanding of their course structure, content 

and practical elements.  The Virtual Choices Day is on Wednesday 3rd March from 9.10am.  There will be 

the opportunity to attend up to five subject workshops to help you and your child make an informed 

choice of subjects.  These workshops will complement the information in this Choices Booklet. 

If you have any queries regarding the Choices process please contact Mr. C. Hall at chall@allsaintsib.org  

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Ashleigh Lees 

Headteacher 

HEADTEACHER’S  

WELCOME 

mailto:chall@allsaintsib.org
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At All Saints Academy all students study a core set of subjects, plus two option subjects.  Students can 

only choose one technology from either Engineering or Food Preparation and Nutrition. 

Core  These subjects are compulsory. 

English Language Healthy Lifestyles 

English Literature Spanish* 

Enrichment Religious Education 

Mathematics Science 

History or Geography*  

*A small number of students will study literacy or numeracy during these lessons. 

 Choice Students can CHOOSE to study TWO subjects from the following list: 

Art Geography 

Business History 

ICT Creative IMedia Creative Media Production 

Drama Music 

Engineering Sport 

Food Preparation and Nutrition Design Technology 

 

EBacc        The English Baccalaureate subjects are English, Mathematics, Science, either History or 

Geography and a Modern Foreign Language.  By achieving the five elements of the English 

Baccalaureate students demonstrate to potential employers that they have an aptitude for a wide range 

of subjects. 

Types of Qualification at All Saints Academy 

GCSE – A course graded from level 9 to level 1.  A level 5 grade or above is described as a strong pass.   

BTEC Tech Award/ First Award/ OCR National – A vocational qualification which is graded from pass, 

merit, distinction to distinction*.  These courses are graded by a portfolio or work completed in class 

and a written exam.  See individual subject guides for details of assessments in each subject. 

Level 1 qualifications are below a GCSE pass.   

Level 2 qualifications are GCSE pass grades from level 9 to level 4.  Vocational qualifications at Level 2 

are equivalent to at least a level 4 GCSE pass. 

Level 3- Courses which are studied beyond the age of 16. 

INTRODUCTION 
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The careers provision at All Saints Academy aims to inspire and motivate all students to achieve at their 
very best, challenge stereotypes and encourage everyone to consider a wide range of careers and 
develop their aspirations. This will be carried out through impartial and independent information, 
advice and guidance for all students in Years 7-11. Careers education and guidance will support and 
encourage students to fulfil their potential and aid a smooth transition to life beyond secondary school 
which could be either higher/ further education, apprenticeships or the world of work. All young people 
in the UK must be in further education, employment or training until the age of 18.  

After GCSEs there are four main pathways to choose from and making the decision between the 
different pathways needs careful thought. 

• A-Levels - either on their own or in combination with Applied General Qualifications 

• Apprenticeships - earning while you learn with most of the training on the job with an employer 
and some time learning at college 

• Vocational Courses - courses that are job related. These will be focused either on a general area 
such as business or on a specific job such as hairdressing. 

• T Levels – New qualifications aimed at filling current gaps in the employment market. 
 

The pathway students choose may be based on the following: 

• What GCSE grades they have achieved 

• How they like to learn 

• Where and what they would like to study later 

• What job/career they would like in the future 
Students might like to make choices which allow them to progress to specific fields of education, 
employment, an apprenticeship, or other training/courses post 16.  

The world of work is changing  

Research shows that young people get their ideas and views on the job market from a wide range of 
influences including their peer group, friends and family and the media.  Above all, parents and carers 
play a vital role in influencing decisions which their children make on their futures.   

Young people should not expect to walk straight into their ideal job. Achieving career goals may take 
many years of studying and hard work. Therefore young people, including graduates, should expect to 
work their way up the career ladder as they develop the necessary on-the-job skills and experience. 

Research has shown that there are common skills and qualities that employers also look for in addition 
to qualifications and good literacy and numeracy. Students will have the opportunity to develop these 
skills during their time at the Academy.  Please visit the careers section on the Academy website which 
is updated regularly and provides a wealth of career resources:  www.allsaintsib.org/220/careers   

POST 16 PROGRESSION 

https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/a-levels
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/apprenticeships
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/vocational-qualifications
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Tees Valley Labour Market Information 

The UK Commission for Employment and Skills (UKCES) report that there are 133,000 job opportunities 
projected in Tees Valley between 2014 and 2024. 13% of these (17,000) are projected to be new job 
opportunities and the remaining 87% (116,000) replacement jobs from those who will leave the 
workforce.  

There is an increasing need for higher level skills with over half of the overall job opportunities (56%) 
and 90% of the new job opportunities requiring a level 4 or above qualification.  

High skills levels are projected to be in demand across all sectors, but in particular: Public, Admin, 
Defence and Education; IT, Media and Other Services; Production Industries; Professional and Business 
Services and Healthcare. 

Further information regarding future careers, education choices, and labour market information can be 
found in the careers section on the Academy website. Entry requirements for post-16 options can be 
found on each college and sixth form provider’s website and should be considered when looking at 
choices. 

Advice in Choosing Options 

There are three basic principles to bear in mind when choosing options: 

Career Intentions 

This may be a factor in some cases, although the core curriculum is designed to ensure that students do 

not make decisions which limit them too much at this early stage. 

Ability in the Subject 

Some students find some subjects easier or more difficult than others.  They may want to consider 

playing to their strengths and choose their strongest subjects.  Advice is available from subject teachers. 

Enjoyment of the Subject 

This is often, quite reasonably, the key factor once the previous two have been considered.  It stands to 

reason that students tend to work harder, and therefore likely to achieve higher grades, in subjects that 

they enjoy most.  They should consider not just what they have studied in a subject so far, but what the 

course will entail.  Some details are given in this booklet. 

 

It is important NOT to base choices on what friends may be choosing. 

POST 16 PROGRESSION 
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An analysis of All Saints Academy results from Summer 2018 shows a direct link between attendance 

and student success.  All students at the Academy who had full attendance gained a pass at both English 

and Mathematics.  The chance of success in both English and Mathematics falls to less than 50% if 

attendance is below 90%. 

 

Every day of absence means 5 hours of missed teaching.  

 

 
 

Only 46% of All Saints Year 11 students whose attendance was below 90% achieved a Grade 4 or above 

in Mathematics and English. In comparison 100% of students with attendance of 100% achieved a Grade 

4 or above (All Saints Academy 2018 GCSE Results). 

 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

Below 90% Attendance

90-95% Attendance

100% Attendance

Attendance linked to success

Below 90% Attendance 90-95% Attendance 100% Attendance

ATTENDANCE 
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PSHCE- PDE Days 

All Saints Academy include PDE Days (Personal Development Education Days) as part of the core curriculum 

entitlement of all students. These days deliver the Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship and Economic (PSHCE) 

aspects of the National Curriculum and are an opportunity for students to enhance their learning outside of the 

classroom environment. Students will be given: 

• opportunities to turn that knowledge into personal understanding   

• opportunities to explore, clarify and if necessary challenge, their own and others’ values, attitudes, 

beliefs, rights and responsibilities  

• the skills, language and strategies they need in order to live healthy, safe, fulfilling, responsible and 

balanced lives  

• opportunities to develop positive personal attributes such as resilience, self-confidence, self-esteem, and 

empathy 

 

There are 5 PDE days, 1 each half term.  The usual curriculum is suspended during these days which means if your 
child is involved in a visit for example, they will not be missing curriculum subjects.  The flexibility of such days 
allows us to invite guest speakers into the academy and to deliver learning which is not confined to a 1 hour time 
slot or 1 curriculum area only. 

 

 PSHCE KEY AREAS 2021: 

 

PERSONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 
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For further information contact: spercival@allsaintsib.org 

www.aqa.org.uk/subject/english/GCSE 

Qualification – GCSE            

Exam Board - AQA       Core ☐ Choice  EBacc         

Course information and structure 
Students will study a wide range of texts from the 19th to the 21st Century which will include novels, as 

well as non-fiction texts. Developing critical reading skills is central to this course and it enables students 

to evaluate and give detailed analysis of texts. Writing is also a major part of the course and students 

will develop skills in writing for a range of purposes and audiences. Emphasis will also be given to the 

need for accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar. Students will also complete a Spoken Language 

study in which they are required to present a topic to their class and be able to adapt spoken language 

for different purposes and audiences. 

Method of Assessment  
Paper 1 - Explorations in Creative writing and reading exam 50%, 1 hour 45 minutes 

Paper 2 - Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives exam 50%, 1 hour 45 minutes 

Non-examination assessment: Spoken Language. Separate endorsement on GCSE Certificate 

 

Students’ Comments 

“I have always found English 
interesting, but at GCSE it’s 
even better as we look at 
things in much more detail.” 
 
“Descriptive writing lessons 
made my pen become like an 
artist’s brush, weaving its way 
around the page, creating 
dazzling scenes with words.” 

 Progression Routes 
Achieving well at GCSE in English is a prerequisite to accessing many post 16 
courses and many apprenticeships. English Language and English Literature 
are obvious choices to study at ‘A’ level following the GCSE course, but the 
skills learned also lend themselves to any ‘A ’ level that uses analytical skills 
for example or includes extended written answers. A vast range of exciting 
and fulfilling careers are open to people who achieve success in English. 
 
Colleges, apprenticeships and employers regard this qualification as crucial. 
Opening the doors to opportunities in advertising, media, the teaching 
profession, journalism and law. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
GCSE English Language is one of the most important qualifications because it shows your future employer that you 
can do the basics well. You can speak effectively in group situations and you can be relied upon to speak clearly 
and confidently. You can prove you can write with accuracy and good skill, so any of the many written tasks at 
work will be completed successfully. Finally, you will learn to read a variety of different texts and be able to 
understand the many types of texts in whatever career you pursue in the future. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

mailto:spercival@allsaintsib.org
file:///C:/Users/Chall/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.aqa.org.uk/subject/english/GCSE
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For further information contact: spercival@allsaintsib.org 

www.aqa.org.uk/subject/english/GCSE 

Qualification - GCSE 

Exam Board - AQA       Core ☐Choice  EBacc           

Course information and structure 
Students will study a range of high quality, intellectually challenging and substantial whole texts in detail.   

Method of Assessment 
Through these texts, students will develop skills in critical reading, so they will be able to analyse effectively 
the authors’ craft and evaluate its success. They will be taught to produce clear and coherent written texts 
and to use accurate Standard English. 

 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel; 40% Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry; 60% 

1 hour 45 minutes exam 

• Shakespeare text 

• 19th century novel 

2 hours 15 minutes exam 

• Fiction or drama from the British Isles from 1914 

onwards 

• A selection of poetry since 1789, including 

representative Romantic poetry 
 

Students’ Comments 
“I am loving reading more 
diverse books in English 
Literature. Who knew old 
books could be so 
interesting?!” 
 
“I feel inspired by some of the 
texts we study and love how 
they spark new ideas and 
understanding within me.” 
 

 Progression Routes 
Achieving well at GCSE in English is a prerequisite to access many post 16 
courses and many apprenticeships. English Language and English Literature are 
obvious choices to study at ‘A’ level following the GCSE course, but the skills 
learned also lend themselves to any ‘A’ level that uses analytical skills or 
extended written answers. A vast range of exciting and fulfilling careers are 
open to people who achieve success in English. 
  
English Literature is vital for the vast majority of careers and essential for the 
next steps in your progression path. Colleges, apprenticeships and employers 
regard this qualification as crucial. Opening the doors to opportunities in 
advertising, media, the teaching profession, journalism and law. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
GCSE English Literature is an essential qualification for all students because it demonstrates an ability to analyse, 
understand and empathise with the wider world around us through the study of literature. English Literature equips 
you with the necessary skills to succeed within the workplace, particularly through the development of your written 
and verbal communication skills. A qualification in English Literature proves you are able to write with fluency and 
clarity, and that you have a critical and analytical mind, all attributes which are invaluable in further studies and 
beyond.  

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

mailto:spercival@allsaintsib.org
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subject/english/GCSE
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For further information contact: lmannion@allsaintsib.org 

Qualification – N/A 

Exam Board – N/A       Core ☐ Choice ☐EBacc 

Course information and structure  
Students will experience 2 hours of Healthy Lifestyles (formally known as Physical Education) each week, this is 

part of the statutory core curriculum. Within these hours the students will develop an understanding of how to 

improve their physical, social and emotional well-being which will be done through a range of sporting activities, 

ranging from invasion games, to yoga. Classroom based well-being lessons will also be carried out throughout the 

year to enhance the learning on improving well-being.  

Method of Assessment  
Whilst students are not formally assessed, their Attitude to Learning is formally reported. The academy hopes to 

develop a love of physical activity through lessons and an appreciation of the importance of wellbeing in 

maintaining health, including our mental and physical health.  

Students’ Comments 
‘Healthy Lifestyles is valuable to 

the curriculum because it is fun 

and engaging. It provides a way 

of releasing stress from the 

normal lessons in the academy 

because it is different’ 

 
 

‘Healthy Lifestyles is good 

because it allows me to develop 

different skills in different 

sports’ 

 ‘I’m not really a sporty person, so I 

am looking forward to wellbeing as 

it sounds like something I will enjoy. 

I like that we will get two different 

things to experience’ 

 
Advice and Guidance 
Healthy Lifestyles requires participation in physical activity and sport, with the understanding that this participation 
is a valuable part of young people’s lives. It allows them to work towards being physically fit at a time when fitness 
is decreasing amongst young people. It also contributes to higher academic attainment. The social and emotional 
development of young people is also a benefit, and this is the reason the government stipulates that Physical 
Education is a statutory subject. Healthy Lifestyles also develops skills such as team building, resilience, 
communication and leadership. Students who develop these qualities often benefit academically too. On top of 
this they develop an understanding of how being physical active has a positive impact on their social, emotional 
and physical well-being. Students are challenged to be the best they can be in Healthy Lifestyles. This sometimes 
takes students out of their comfort zone and they learn the importance of not being afraid to fail and that failure is 
part of learning. In life we all face challenges and setbacks, but if students develop the skills and strategies to 
overcome difficulties, they will be better prepared to meet these challenges.  
Healthy Lifestyle lessons are a break from the usual classroom routines, our lessons are fun, relaxing and 
challenging. Students experience a wide variety of activities, some of which will be new to them.  
Healthy Lifestyles also offer a range of extra-curricular activities during Period 6 to develop skills further. 

 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES 

mailto:lmannion@allsaintsib.org
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For further information contact: kmannion@allsaintsib.org 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-mathematics-j560-from-2015/ 

Qualification - GCSE 

Exam Board - OCR       Core ☐ Choice  EBacc           

Course information and structure 
The content has been grouped into the following topic areas: Number; Algebra; Ratio, proportion and 

rates of change; Geometry and measures; Statistics and Probability.  There is an emphasis on problem 

solving and mathematical reasoning and students will be expected to memorise formulae.   

Method of Assessment   
Mathematics GCSE is examined by three exams; two calculator exams and one non-calculator exam.  

Each exam is 1 hour 30 minutes long.  Students will be entered for either foundation or higher tier.  
  

Students’ Comments 
“Maths is hard, and we cover 
a lot of work, but it is worth it 
because it makes other 
subjects easier, such as 
Science and Engineering.” 
 
“Challenging, but fun.” 
 
“Maths at All Saints is 
challenging and you will need 
to work hard, but it is 
worthwhile.” 
 
“I enjoy Maths at All Saints 
and hope to study further 
Maths at College.” 
 

 Progression Routes 
If you achieve a Grade 6 or above you can go on to study AS level, ‘A’ level or 
Further Mathematics. 
If you achieve a Grade 5 you can go on to study a Level 3 Core Mathematics 
course. 
Unfortunately, if you achieve a Grade 3 or below you will need to re-sit 
Mathematics at college. 
 

Whether you plan to study Mathematics beyond GCSE or not, a good 
understanding of Mathematics is always useful.  The number skills you acquire 
from your GCSE will be used in everyday life, such as trying to work out 
whether you can afford the latest mobile phone to making sure your wage at 
the end of the month is correct.  Mathematics teaches you how to solve 
problems and will improve your decision-making skills.  The institute of 
Mathematics run an excellent website called Mathematics careers, 
http://www.mathscareers.org.uk, which demonstrates the use of 
Mathematics in a number of jobs in areas such as the Environment, H&S, 
Business and Money, Entertainment, Science and Engineering and Sport. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
Students who study GCSE Mathematics will: 

• Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods 

• Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems 

• Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions 

• Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 

• Recall, select and apply mathematical formulae.   

MATHEMATICS 

mailto:kmannion@allsaintsib.org
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-mathematics-j560-from-2015/
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For further information contact: amarklew@allsaintsib.org 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-2016.html 

Qualification - GCSE 

Exam Board – Edexcel      Core ☐ Choice ☐ EBacc           

Course information and structure 

Paper 1: Religion and Ethics (Christianity) 50% Paper 2: Religion, Peace and Conflict (Islam) 50% 

1 hour 45 minutes exam 1 hour 45 minutes exam 

Christian Beliefs 
Living the Religious Life 
Marriage and the Family 
Matters of Life and Death 

Muslim Beliefs 
Living the Religious Life 
Crime and Punishment 
Peace and Conflict 

 

Students’ Comments 
“Religious Studies helps me to 
think about those in the 
community and how we play a 
part living together.” 
 
“I enjoy studying Religious 
Studies. I always learn 
something new.” 
 
“Studying Religious Studies 
gave me a good 
understanding of different 
religions and cultures.” 

 Progression Routes 
Students will develop transferable skills such as analytical skills and critical 
thinking skills to enable them to present a wide range of well-informed and 
reasonable arguments.  This will help in AS/’A’ level study in subjects such as 
Sociology and Psychology. 
 
Studying Religious Studies at GCSE can provide invaluable life skills, offer 
opportunities to higher education and enhance careers. 
 
Religious Studies isn’t just about working for the church! Anyone that is 
considering a career that involves spending time with other people will benefit 
from studying GCSE Religious Studies. 
  

 

Advice and Guidance 

Religious Studies encourages students to learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions, while 
exploring their own beliefs and questions of meaning. It challenges students to reflect on, consider, analyse, 
interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and ethics and to communicate their responses.  The United 
Kingdom is a culturally diverse community and knowledge of other faiths and cultures supports working within this 
environment. 
 
As a Church of England faith school it is a requirement that All Saints Academy students study Religious Studies 
with an external assessment, it is a statutory requirement of all schools to teach Religious Studies to all students. 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES  

mailto:amarklew@allsaintsib.org
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/religious-studies-2016.html
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For further information contact: chall@allsaintsib.org 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse 

Qualification - GCSE 

Exam Board - AQA       Core ☐ Choice  EBacc           

Course information and structure 
All students will start on the double award qualification, study all three science subjects and achieve a 

qualification which is equivalent to two GCSEs.  Some students will be given the opportunity to study Triple 

Science and gain three GCSE qualifications after their progress has been reviewed during Year 9. 

Practical science is investigated using a range of required practicals which will enhance student investigative 

thinking, improve practical techniques and consolidate understanding of key scientific concepts.  

Method of Assessment  
Six exam papers: two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics.  Each of the papers will assess knowledge and 

understanding from distinct topic areas.  Each Double award paper is 1 hour and 15 minutes.  Each triple 

science paper is 1 hour and 45 minutes.  They are assessed at either foundation or higher tier. 

Students’ Comments 
“Science is so important for 

many different jobs” 

“Science challenges me to 

think about how we affect 

the planet” 

“I like to investigate new 

ideas using experiments”. 
 
 

 Progression Routes 

Science GCSEs are requirements of many apprenticeships including 
engineering.  Both Science qualifications can prepare students for further 
scientific study.  Triple Science gives students a clear progression route into 
studying ‘A’ level as it gives a greater depth of study compared to Combined 
Science.  Students who are considering ‘A’ level science qualifications will 
require a minimum of level 6 to access science in further education.   
 
If you are considering a scientific career, especially medicine, dentistry or 
veterinary science, you should be showing sufficient progress to access the 
Triple Science option. 

 

SCIENCE 

Advice and Guidance 
GCSE Science offers students the chance to develop the scientific literacy needed by active and informed 

citizens in a modern society where science and technology play key roles in shaping our lives.  Students will 

study what science has to say about people, the environment and the Universe.  

Science has something to offer every student, whatever their aspirations.  From trainee chef to nuclear 
physicist, construction apprentice to cancer researcher, everyone needs some level of relevant scientific 
understanding 

mailto:chall@allsaintsib.org
file:///C:/Users/Chall/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
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For further information contact: cwright@allsaintsib.org 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/gcse 

Qualification - GCSE 

Exam Board - AQA       Core ☐ Choice  EBacc           

Course information and structure 
Students will learn Spanish through 4 skill areas: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.  Three topic 

areas are covered; (1) Identity and Culture, (2) Local, National, International and Global areas of Interest 

and (3) Current and Future Study and Employment.  

Method of Assessment 

Each skill area carries an equal weighting of 25% with two tiers of entry, either higher or foundation. 

Students’ Comments 
“Learning Spanish has been 
great fun. I loved going on 
holiday and being able to 
speak to people in Spanish.” 
 
“I didn’t realise how similar 
languages are to maths. It’s 
problem solving with words 
rather than numbers.” 

 Progression Routes 
Language skills are in demand and can be used in almost any career, 
particularly in businesses that trade internationally.  
 
Career paths include: 
Charities Administrator, Commissioning Editor, Consultant. Human Resources 
Officer,Interpreter, Investment Analyst, Journalist,Logistics/Distribution 
Manager, Management Accountant, Marketing Manager(Social Media), Public 
Relations Officer, Teacher, Solicitor, Tourism Officer, Tourist Information 
Manager, Translator. 
 
Having an MFL qualification will enhance your application to university. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
If you are bilingual, you will be more marketable and have more career choices than your monolingual 
counterpart. Globalization, with its accompanying free trade agreements is shrinking the business world, and 
those who know more than one language will definitely have the edge.  
 
Learning Spanish opens up lots of opportunities to have more fun and it can be one of the most enjoyable things 
you will do. Whether your motivations are practical, intellectual or sentimental, learning Spanish is something that 
will benefit you for the rest of your life especially as 410 million people speak Spanish as their native language 
including many holiday destinations in Europe, the USA and Africa. 
 
Advice: If you want to succeed in Spanish, you will need to be prepared for regular, independent practice. The best 
way to learn a language is through practisIng and repetition! 

  

SPANISH 

mailto:cwright@allsaintsib.org
file:///C:/Users/Chall/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/gcse
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For further information contact: jpickering@allsaintsib.org 

www.aqa.org.uk/subject/gcse 

Qualification – GCSE with option to study GCSE Photography in Year 10 and Year 11 

Exam Board – AQA      ☐Core  Choice ☐ EBacc        

Course information and structure 
Students will follow a broad syllabus which allows them to express themselves in more than one media 

for example: drawing and painting, textiles, 3D work etc. Students will usually produce two or three 

substantial coursework projects based on a chosen theme over the course.  

Method of Assessment  
A coursework portfolio generated throughout the course accounts for 60% of the overall grade. A final 

controlled assessment, which is carried out over 10 hours, at the end of the course makes up the 

remaining 40% of the qualification. 

This assessment structure is the same for photography.  

Students’ Comments 
“Although Art is hard work, it is 
a fun subject as you have a 
choice of topics.  This means 
you can focus on your strengths 
whilst being creative.”    
                                                                    
“I would choose Art as it will 
help in later life if you want to 
become something like an 
interior designer or even an 
architect.” 

 Progression Routes 
GCSE A Level Art and Design  
Diploma in Art and Design, Fashion, Fine Art, Textiles, Graphic 
Communication, Photography. 
 
All sixth form colleges in the local area offer courses for students to progress 
with their Art skills at a higher level.  The Northern School of Art, previously 
known as CCAD, offers a more specialist route and has accepted many of our 
past students who wished to specialise in a variety of Arts subjects.  
 

 

Advice and Guidance 
Whilst Art and Design involves a lot of coursework, for those students who really enjoy the subject and wish to 
further their skills with the opportunity of perhaps studying Art at a later stage, this is great course. Creativity 
forms the backbone of many careers and is recognised in many areas and not limited to careers in art and design. 
 
Students are given the opportunity to study a photography project in Year 9.  They can then decide if they would 
like to, or be suitable to, study photography as an extra GCSE alongside their Art and Design course.   A well-
attended art club also takes place each week after school. 
 

 

ART AND DESIGN 

mailto:jpickering@allsaintsib.org
file:///C:/Users/Chall/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.aqa.org.uk/subject/gcse
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For further information contact: aharvey@allsaintsib.org 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/business-j204-from-2017/ 

Qualification - GCSE 

Exam Board - OCR       ☐Core  Choice ☐EBacc           

Course information and structure 
Business Studies combines academic study with an understanding of the real commercial world. This 

course will enable you to see business from the point of view of the owners, managers, customers and 

employees. You will learn about the problems and decisions facing small and large businesses and 

identify what makes business a success or failure. You will understand how business people meet the 

challenges of the environment and identify what makes a successful entrepreneur.  

Students study 7 key topics:  Business Activity, Marketing, People, Operations, Finance, the External 

Environment and the Interdependent Nature of Businesses. 

Method of Assessment  
Students complete 2 exam papers which are 90 minutes each. 

Students’ Comments 
“I have learnt so much about 
the business world that I 
didn’t know before. It 
prepares you for the future for 
when you look for jobs.”   
 
“Business is a subject that I 
will definitely need in the 
future.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 Progression Routes 
Business is a broad subject that can lead to a variety of career pathways 
including roles within management, accountancy, banking and finance, retail 
sales and customer services. It will also be useful if you are thinking about 
setting up your own business or being self-employed in the future.  
 
This qualification will encourage students to make informed choices about a 
wide range of further learning opportunities and career pathways as well as 
develop life skills that enable them to be successful in their future. 
 
There are a wide range of apprenticeships, A-level and vocational courses that 
students can move on to in business related areas.  
You will become skilled in making decisions, being creative, solving problems, 
understanding finance, dealing with data, communicating and working as part 
of team. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
GCSE Business studies is a challenging qualification. 
Students should have a good understanding of mathematics which is featured in the finance unit. 
A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be employed including discussions, written work, presentations 
and problem solving, as well as thorough exam preparation. 

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

mailto:aharvey@allsaintsib.org
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For further information contact: hbrooks@allsaintsib.org 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse 

Qualification – GCSE 

Exam Board – AQA      ☐Core  Choice ☐ EBacc           

Course information and structure 
GCSE Drama is about understanding what it is like to put yourself in somebody else’s shoes. You will 

have the opportunity to create your own work as well as looking at plays written by other people. 

Through this course you will use drama to express your feelings and ideas about a range of issues. You 

will look at plays to see how a playwright expresses their ideas and explore ways of making the play 

work on stage.  

Method of Assessment  
Component 1: Understanding Drama (written exam) 1 hour and 45 minutes 40% of GCSE 

Component 2: Devising Drama (practical and written) 40% of GCSE 

Component 3: Texts in Practice (two practical performances from one play) 20% of GCSE 

Students’ Comments 
“I would highly recommend 
GCSE Drama, as it is fun and 
boosts confidence. It allows 
you to look forward to a fun 
lesson during your GCSE 
courses. It makes you less 
nervous to talk and act in 
front of people, which you can 
apply to a number of subjects. 
It also improves teamwork 
skills and your ability to 
communicate.” 

 Progression Routes 
GCSE Drama students are encouraged to collaborate with others, engaging in 
stimulating and creative activities with confidence. These fundamental 
cooperative, collaborative and social skills are useful across all kinds of 
disciplines, careers and life experiences in general.  
 
GCSE Drama could lead on to further study in Drama, Theatre Studies, 
Performing Arts and Expressive Arts at A-level and above, or other related 
subjects such as English, Music, Dance, Art and Design.  
 
Career opportunities for students who study Drama at a higher level include: 
the media, theatre, television, radio, the film industry, arts administration, 
drama therapy, education. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
You should choose Drama if you enjoy the subject and have a passion for performance. Drama involves a lot of 
group work, so you will enjoy this course if you like working as part of a team. You must also be prepared to work 
independently, such as line learning, completing research, gathering props and costumes. You must be prepared 
to work with focus and take responsibility for your own rehearsal process in order to succeed. The course does 
involve written work, where students are required to demonstrate strong analysis and evaluation skills. Students 
are required to attend a theatre visit as part of the course.  

 

 

 

DRAMA 

mailto:hbrooks@allsaintsib.org
file:///C:/Users/Chall/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse
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For further information contact: hleighton@allsaintsib.org 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552 

Qualification - GCSE  

Exam Board - AQA       ☐Core  Choice ☐EBacc           

Course information and structure 

Design Technology introduces students to a range of traditional and modern materials and how they are used to 

produce a wide range of everyday products.  GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate 

confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world. Students will get the opportunity to work 

creatively when designing, making and apply technical and practical expertise. Each specialist technical principle 

will be delivered through at least one material category. The different materials categories that can be delivered 

are: papers and boards, timber-based materials, metal-based materials, polymers and/or textile-based materials. 

 

Method of Assessment  
There are two assessment elements, a controlled assessment (coursework) task worth 50% and an end of course 
examination which is worth an additional 50%.  The final exam is a 2 hour paper with two sections: 

• Section A is a design task based on a topic released just before the exam 

• Section B tests all aspects of the course theory content 

Students’ Comments 
“Design and Technology has 
taught me about how the 
products we take for granted 
are designed and produced as 
well as learning about the 
impact on the environment 
and how we can ensure that 
we ensure sustainability for 
future generations.” 

 Progression Routes 
The course will provide a clear and progressive path to ‘A’ Level Product 
Design and an appropriate foundation for any Design and Technology post 16 
course. This course will also prove useful to students wishing to embark on a 
design led apprenticeship course. 
 
Career pathways include mechanical engineer, textiles or fashion designer, 
product designer, manufacturing engineer and architect. 
  

 

Advice and Guidance 
The controlled assessment element requires students to design and develop a prototype product based on a 
specification brief and they are expected to justify their design choices throughout the assessment procedure. This 
will involve students working with a range of materials and equipment. There are a number of cross curricular links 
including Science, Geography, Maths, Business Studies and ICT. 
Our GCSE allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including a broad range of 
design processes, materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the opportunity to study specialist 
technical principles in greater depth. 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

mailto:hleighton@allsaintsib.org
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
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For further information contact: hleighton@allsaintsib.org 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food-preparation-and-nutrition/gcse 

Qualification - GCSE 

Exam Board - AQA      ☐Core  Choice ☐EBacc           

Course information and structure 
The course encourages students to research, design and prepare food products with creativity and originality 

through a variety of practical activities using a range of ingredients, methods and equipment to show a range of 

high level skills in the test kitchen.  Food preparation and Nutrition is a practical subject area which requires the 

application of knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning, making products and evaluating 

them. 

Method of Assessment  
At the end of the course students will take a written paper worth 50% of the total marks.  A food investigation 

report worth 15% and a food preparation practical assessment worth 35% will be completed in class and take 

approximately 30 hours to complete. 

 

Students’ Comments 
“The course has taught me a 
range of new skills, and the 
importance of understanding 
food provenance. I have 
developed my cooking skills 
and am much more confident 
in my ability to work in a 
kitchen environment.”  
 

 Progression Routes 
The course will provide a clear and progressive path to ‘A’ Level Food and 
Nutrition and an appropriate foundation for any Food and Nutrition post 16 
course. For example courses in Catering, Food Science, Sports Science and 
Nutrition.  
 
This course will also be supportive of students wishing to seek employment or 
an apprenticeship in the hospitality and catering industries. 
  

 

Advice and Guidance 
GCSE Food, Preparation and Nutrition is a challenging qualification.  Students will not only learn how to cook, but 
also gain knowledge and understanding relating to the food profession. There is a significant amount of theory 
work which is delivered in the classroom using a range of teaching and learning strategies and this is reinforced 
with practical demonstrations and opportunities for students to have a ‘hands on’ approach to develop their food 
preparation and cooking skills. 

 

 

 

FOOD PREPARATION 

AND NUTRITION 

mailto:hleighton@allsaintsib.org
file:///C:/Users/Chall/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food-preparation-and-nutrition/gcse
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For further information contact: rwatson@allsaintsib.org 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography—8035 

Qualification - GCSE 

Exam Board - AQA      Core  Choice  EBacc           

Course information and structure 

Paper 1:  Living with the 
physical environment (35%) 

Paper 2: Challenges in the 
human environment (35%) 

Paper 3: Geographical 
Applications (30%) 

1 hour 30 minutes exam 1 hour 30 minutes exam 1 hour 15 minutes exam 

Section A: Challenge of natural 
hazards 
Section B: Living World 
Section C: Rivers and Coasts 

Section A: Urban Issues & 
Challenges 
Section B: Changing Economic 
World 
Section C: Resource Management 

Section A: Issue Evaluation 
Section B: Fieldwork 
 
 

 

Students’ Comments 
“I really like Geography it helps me 
to understand what is going on in 
the world and what it all means to 
me.” 
 
“I enjoy Geography. I am really 
pleased I took this as one of my 
options, I like that we spend time 
studying places in the UK I have 
been to.” 
 

 Progression Routes 
Studying GCSE Geography allows students to carry on developing skills 
which employers find invaluable; like numeracy and literacy skills, but 
also analytical and evaluative abilities which are vital skills in today’s 
changing workplace. 
 
Studying Geography will open many doors beyond the classroom 
including careers in: Development and Global Issues, Business, Insurance, 
Travel, Tourism and Leisure, Finance, Architecture, Law, Government, 
Meteorology.  The list is endless which is why students who go on to 
study Geography at university have some of the highest rates of 
employment post qualification (Daily Telegraph). 
 

 

Advice and Guidance 
GCSE Geography creates the critical thinkers and problem solvers of the future, invaluable in shaping the future of 
our lives. The subject will challenge you and make you think, be prepared to work hard within and beyond the 
classroom, as study outside of the classroom on a regular basis is an important component of this course. 

 

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

mailto:rwatson@allsaintsib.org
file:///C:/Users/Chall/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography—8035
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For further information contact: kdeuchar@allsaintsib.org 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html 

Qualification - GCSE 

Exam Board – Edexcel      Core Choice  EBacc           

Course information and structure 

Paper 1: (30%) 
Crime and punishment in 
Britain, c1000–present and 
Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: 
crime, policing and the inner city 

Paper 2: (40%) 
The American West, c1835–
c1895 
Early Elizabethan England, 
1558–88  

Paper 3: (30%)  
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 
1918–39 

1 hour 15 minutes exam 1 hour 45 minutes exam 1 hour 20 minutes exam 

Section A: Whitechapel, c1870–
c1900: crime, policing and the inner 
city 
Section B: Crime and punishment in 
Britain, c1000–present 

Section A: The American West, 
c1835–c1895 
Section B: Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558–88 

Section A: Overview 
Section B: Focused depth study of 
unseen topic 

  

Students’ Comments 
“What I love about History is the wide 
variety of topics that we cover. I find it 
amazing that societies from the past 
can still be seen in ours today.” 
 
“My favourite part of History is 
knowing that my ancestors lived 
through the time we are studying. I like 
to imagine someone in my family as a 
nobleman at Elizabeth I’s court or even 
as a protestor outside the Houses of 
Parliament, standing next to Emmeline 
Pankhurst.” 

 Progression Routes 
Studying history provides students with a plethora of career 
directions. Those who study History acquire transferable skills in  
their working life, allowing for such career opportunities as: 
Journalism, Law, Business, Politics, Archaeology, Marketing and 
Teaching.       
 
The following all studied History to degree level; Louis Theroux, 
Prince Charles, Jonathan Ross, Sacha Baron Cohen, Steve Carell, 
Shakira, Salman Rushdie, Winston Churchill and Dan Snow which 
reflects the wide range of skills gained through the study of History. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
Learning about the past allows us to gain insight into the present, History is a fantastic subject that is individual to 
each and everyone of us. As Historians, you will develop your critical thinking skills, questioning abilities, reasoning 
and appreciation of the wider historical context.  A rewarding subject, History requires dedication both in and out 
of the classroom as well as an enjoyment of reading. 

 

HISTORY 

mailto:kdeuchar@allsaintsib.org
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
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For further information contact: spercival@allsaintsib.org 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/creative-media-production.html 

Qualification - BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award 

Exam Board – Pearson/Edexcel    ☐Core  Choice ☐EBacc         

Course information and structure 
This qualification is made up of three components that focus on the analysis of existing and exciting media 

products and this leads into planning and developing your own products such as a front cover and double page 

spread for a magazine/e-magazine. The coursework components are strongly linked together and aim to develop 

the understanding of tools required to create effective media products. This enables creative and original ideas to 

be developed which can be linked to personal interests. 

 

Method of Assessment 
The qualification consists of three components. Components 1 and 2 are assessed by the teacher and are based 

on analysing existing media products such as magazines, TV shows, films and video games and then learning the 

skills to create your own product. Component 3 is completed under supervised conditions and externally assessed 

by Pearson – this is based on creating a final version of a media product based on a given brief.  

Students’ Comments 
“Media is fun, exciting and 
different to all my other 
subjects. The units of work 
cover a wide range of skills 
linked to real jobs in the 
Media industry.” 
 
 

 Progression Routes 
Achieving well in Media would allow you to consider progression to ‘A’ Levels or 
the study of a vocational qualification/technical certificate at Level 3, such as a 
BTEC National in Media, which can lead you to employment or apprenticeships, 
or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in the business/media 
sector.   
This qualification will allow you to pursue really exciting and fulfilling career 
choices such as: journalism, marketing, video games writer/designer, presenter, 
producer, director, media researcher, script writer or social media manager.  
 

 

Advice and Guidance 
This course requires high levels of independence and organisation in order for students to meet coursework 
deadlines. However, there is no final exam to sit so grades are based on the creative coursework.   
It is helpful to have some familiarity and confidence with using programmes such as PowerPoint, Microsoft Teams, 
and OneNote as lots of lesson time will be spent on computers/laptops looking at media products.  
Most of the coursework is linked to analysing texts such as magazines, television shows and films which can 
include personal favourites. Cameras can also used to capture your own original images.  The course begins with 
developing familiarity with Media terminology and looking at celebrity culture and social media. Most of the 
coursework is linked to analysing texts such as magazines, television shows and films. The course begins with 
developing familiarity with Media terminology. 

CREATIVE MEDIA 

PRODUCTION 

mailto:spercival@allsaintsib.org
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/creative-media-production.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/creative-media-production.html
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For further information contact: hleighton@allsaintsib.org 

https://www.qualhub.co.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-12-technical-award-in-

engineering-4593 

 

Qualification – Level 1/Level 2 Technical Award 

Exam Board – NCFE     ☐Core  Choice ☐ EBacc           

Course information and structure 
This Engineering course is an academic and technical course, in which students investigate a variety of 

topics, developing sector specific knowledge and skills. The course is divided into two mandatory units, 

which are :  

1. Understanding the Engineering World (unit weighting 40%) 

2. Skills and Techniques in Engineering (unit weighting 60%) 

Method of Assessment  
There is one externally assessed exam based around Unit 1 – Understanding the Engineering World 

The second assessment is internally assessed synoptic unit, regarding the skills and techniques within 

Engineering. 

Students’ 
Comments 
“I enjoy the practical 
aspect of this course and 
learning about ‘real 
world’ situations.” 
 
“It gave me an insight 
into what an engineer 
does.” 

 Progression Routes 
The NCFE Level 1/2 in Engineering offers direct progression onto various Level 3 
courses at centres including Middlesbrough College, (STEM centre) and Stockton 
Riverside College or possible apprenticeship routes through NETA and TTE 
Technical Training Group.  There are a wide range of jobs such as working as a 
Craft Technician. Craft Technicians are ‘hands on’ engineers who work in 
maintenance or production. Engineers can also be employed in an office base as a 
design engineer who may use professional qualifications in mechanical, chemical 
or process engineering. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
This course is open to all students and is suitable for any student who is thinking about a future career in 
engineering as it provides a broad picture of what engineering involves. 
The course is divided between an externally assessed exam and an internally assessed synoptic unit.  There is a 
main focus on Science and Mathematics within this Engineering qualification. 

 

ENGINEERING 

mailto:hleighton@allsaintsib.org
https://www.qualhub.co.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-12-technical-award-in-engineering-4593
https://www.qualhub.co.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-12-technical-award-in-engineering-4593


 
 

 

24 

 

For further information contact: cwells@allsaintsib.org 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html 

Qualification - BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award 

Exam Board – Pearson/Edexcel    ☐Core  Choice ☐EBacc 

Course information and structure 
This qualification gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills using a 

variety of scenarios and case studies.  The main focus is on four areas; the development of key skills 

such as interpreting data to assess an individual’s health, effective ways of working in health and social 

care, such as designing a plan to improve an individual’s health and wellbeing, care values that are 

vitally important in the health and social sector, and the opportunity to practise applying them and 

knowledge of human growth and development and factors affecting people’s health and wellbeing. 

Method of Assessment 
Internal assessment tasks:  Two based on research of family member, friends or a celebrity. Additional 

assessment tasks are based on the health and social care industries. In the last year of study there is a 2 

hour written exam on a given case study. 

Students’ Comments 
“Health and Social Care is 
interesting, fun alternative to 
ordinary lessons.” 
 
 
 

 Progression Routes 
Vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Health and Social 
Care which prepares learners to enter employment or apprenticeships. 
 
Higher education-degree in aspects of health or social care, early years or 
education. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
 
This BTEC Tech Award offers students an insight into real lives using their own experience of family members and 
using case studies.  
 
Students need a mature outlook as they will be required to undertake some in depth research using one to one 
interviews.  Students are required to produce written reports based on their research and be involved in 
performances to show their skills and knowledge of the care industry. These tasks require good literacy skills for 
report writing and good drama skills to perform. 
 
We are lucky to have an infant simulator which students may take home and experience parenting for a few days, 
however this is not an essential part of the course. 

 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL 

CARE 

mailto:cwells@allsaintsib.org
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
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For further information contact: djohnson@allsaintsib.org 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-

j817/ 

Qualification - Cambridge National  Level 1/Level 2 

Exam Board - OCR      ☐Core  Choice ☐EBacc           

Course information and structure 
There are two mandatory units (pre-production skills and creating digital graphics) and two optional units.   

Method of Assessment  

One written exam and three internally assessed coursework units. 

Students’ Comments 
“The course has been very 
exciting so far. I really enjoyed 
using and understanding 
about new technology.”   
  
“It’s fun using new software 
packages and doing something 
creative.”   
  
“I enjoy the level of freedom 
in lessons and how I get the 
opportunity to explore 
software packages.” 

 Progression Routes 
Cambridge National in Creative iMedia is an effective preparation for a range 
of higher level qualifications such as the Cambridge Technical  IT Level 3 or 
Digital Media Level 3. 
 
Students could also consider moving into AS or ‘A’ Level Computer Science.   
 
There are many different careers that this qualification could help you move 
towards including: 
Data analyst, Games Designer, Network Manager, Software Architect, 
Website Developers, APP Developers, Software & Application Programmers, 
Multimedia Specialists, ICT Engineers, Systems Analysts, IT Consultants, Digital 
Architect. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
In a world that is becoming increasingly digital and technology based, we are seeing a huge surge in the number of 
careers that have ICT at their core. This qualification focuses on an applied study of the Creative Media sector and 
learners will gain a broad understanding and knowledge of working in the sector. This Level 2 qualification is 
appropriate for learners who are looking to develop a significant core of knowledge and understanding of different 
IT packages, and an understanding of how to apply their learning to the creative media sector.   
Unit 1 and 2 are mandatory (R081 PreProduction Documents and R082 Graphic editing) with the remainder of the 
course beng made up 2 optional units. 
This qualification shows learners how to: identify and experiment with interactive media products, materials, 
techniques and processes, explore the media and IT industry, work to interactive media briefs, refining, developing 
and selecting ideas and form an interactive media portfolio. Technical and creative skills are developed to create a 
wide range of products. 

 

ICT – CREATIVE IMEDIA 

mailto:djohnson@allsaintsib.org
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
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For further information contact: sdoree@allsaintsib.org 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/music-2013-nqf.html 

Qualification – BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award  

Exam Board – Pearson/Edexcel    ☐Core  Choice ☐EBacc           

Course information and structure 
This course is aimed at students who want to learn about the various music products, develop valuable skills and 

techniques in music creation, performance and production, and explore potential careers in the industry.   

Method of Assessment 
There are two core units and two optional units, the first core unit is externally assessed, (1 hour written exam 

worth 25% of final mark) with the second core unit and both optional units being assessed internally at school.  

The optional specialist units offered within this qualification build on the core units and provide learners with an 
opportunity to develop a wider understanding of the Music Industry, and include: 

Unit 4: Introducing Music Composition – 25% of final mark 
Unit 5: Introducing Music Performance – 25% of final mark. 

All work is coursework and performance based. A mixture of written work, presentations, music/product 
creation and music performances will be expected, particularly in Unit 5, Introducing Music Performance. 

 

Students’ Comments 
“I took Music because I 
wanted to learn about the 
actual Music Industry and 
what was involved. I look 
forward to my Music lessons, 
and I’m now hoping to make 
Music part of my future 
career.” 

 Progression Routes 
This qualification allows students the flexibility to continue to study music 
Post 16 to a more specialised Level 3 Vocational or Academic Music 
course. 
 
It also provides a solid foundation for the skills that are required when 
gaining employment within the music industry, such as junior roles in 
venues, concert support, administration and clerical roles.  Example roles 
could include Runner, Roadie (backline technical support), Stage Crew, 
Venue Staff, Music Promotion and retail sales roles. 

 

Advice and Guidance 
In the BTEC Music First Award, all work is coursework and performance based. A mixture of written work, 
presentations, music/product creation and music performances will be expected, particularly in Unit 5, 
Introducing Music Performance.  
 
The music industry is a vibrant, exciting and highly competitive industry. In 2016, live music alone created £3.7 
billion in direct and indirect income for the UK. The music industry is constantly evolving and offers many 
different and exciting new work opportunities. As it continues to evolve in the 21st Century, there has never 
been a better time to study Music and the Music Industry.  

MUSIC 

mailto:sdoree@allsaintsib.org
mailto:www.edexcel.com
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For further information contact: lmannion@allsaintsib.org 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/sport-2012-nqf.html 

Qualification - BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award  

Exam Board - Pearson/Edexcel    ☐Core  Choice ☐ EBacc           

Course information and structure 
This qualification aims to encourage personal development through practical participation and 

performance in a range of sports and exercise activities. It gives students a wider understanding and 

appreciation of health-related fitness, sports and exercise through a selection of optional specialist 

units. It encourages students to develop their people, communication, planning and team-working skills 

by having the opportunity to select from optional units available in the qualification structure as well as 

providing education and training for sport, leisure and recreation employees. 

Method of Assessment  
There are 4 Units covered with this qualification. Three are mandatory: Unit 1 Fitness for Sport and Exercise, 

Unit 2 Practical Performance in Sport and Unit 3 Applying the Principles of Personal Training. The final unit 

covered is Unit 6 Leading Sports Activities. Unit 2, 3 and 6 are assessed by the Academy through tasks or 

assignments. Your teacher will mark these, so you will receive feedback as to how you are getting on. The 

assessment for Unit 1 is an external exam, which is one hour long and completed on the computer. 

Students’ Comments 
“I would recommend BTEC 
Sport because it has helped 
my confidence in working with 
others and has helped me to 
understand how to lead and 
guide others in sporting 
activities.” 

 Progression Routes 
BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Sport or Sport and Exercise Sciences 
GCE AS or A level 
Employment in the sport and active leisure sector 
 
Sport, activity and fitness is a growing industry: it is expected to increase in 
size by 11 per cent by 2020. There are currently over 400,000 jobs in the UK in 
these sectors.  

 

Advice and Guidance 
Regular sport and physical activity can reduce the risk of many chronic conditions and illnesses, including coronary 
heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, cancer and obesity. The Department of Health and Social Care is 
encouraging inactive people to take up activity in any form and the government has broadened Sport England’s 
role to cover both sport and physical activity, including cycling, dancing and walking. There has never been a 
better time to study sport, activity and fitness. 
 
Students that have an interest in actively participating and performing in a range of sporting activities should take 
this qualification.  Participating in a competitive sport will be of a great advantage, whether that is in school or 
outside of school. 

SPORT 

mailto:lmannion@allsaintsib.org
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/sport-2012-nqf.html


 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will 

he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one 

that wandered off? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier 

about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not 

wander off. In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that 

any of these little ones should perish.”          

 

Matthew 18: 12-14 
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