
Dear Parent/Carers 

Well I can say with absolute certainty that this term has been like no other. It has been a challenge to make 

and maintain the many changes we have in order to keep the whole school community safe but we have 

faired well compared to others and for that we are thankful. We remain grateful for the support from our 

families and the acknowledgement that we are all working together through exceptional times. 

This year for our whole school charity event we decided early on to create a project where local deserving 

people would receive a hamper full of goodies. 

We asked parents if they had any nominees in the local community and we 

were quite emotional reading some of the personal stories we received. 

Some of the hampers will go to local elderly people and others will go to 

families who are in need of extra support.  

We thank you very much for the fantastic amount of goods collected -we 

actually have enough for 47 hampers! 

The hampers are all being collected on Thursday and Friday this week. 

Traditionally we would close the term with a visit to St. Francis Church to give thanks for the gifts in our 

lives, especially our family and friends, this year we will remain safely in our tutor groups and stream the 

service through Teams into every classroom.  

All at the Academy wish you and your family a peaceful, safe Christmas.  

God Bless  

Mrs Lees  

Headteacher 

December 2020 

'Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.'  



Coming back to school in COVID  

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, All Saints has had to adapt 
certain parts of school life to be safer for both students and teachers. 
For example, in order to prevent the spread of the virus students and 
teachers now have to wear face coverings in the corridors, and 
everyone must sanitise their hands before entering each classroom. 
Additionally, in order to prevent cross-contamination between year 
groups, instead of the previous vertical tutor groups, students are 
now in a tutor group with those from their year group and house. 
Entry to the building on a morning is staggered, as are break-times, 
lunch-times and leaving the building. 

Period 6s have been cancelled and each year group has a set ‘social 
area’ outside, so that year groups do not mix on the yard. A one-way system has also been introduced 
throughout the school and seating plans are tracked and strictly kept to so that the school can use track 
and trace. Measures are also in place during the lessons, such as the teachers being at the back of the 
room and wearing face shields when they do have to come to the front. Students must also bring their 
own equipment to lessons as they are not allowed to borrow from/lend to others. For those who are at 
home either ill or self-isolating, lessons are conducted over a meeting on Microsoft Teams so that those 
at home can still benefit from being taught by their classroom teacher.  

Some things have remained the same, for example class sizes are still the same, exams are still going 
ahead, and school lunches are still being offered for those who want them. Some students have 
expressed that they like the new rules, especially wearing face coverings in the corridors, as it makes 

them feel safer and allows them to concentrate on their learning. 
Students know that the new measures are in place in order to 
keep everyone safe, however there are certain aspects of the 
new system that some students do not like. 

For example, many students have said that they do not like the 
one way system because it means that you have to walk all the 
way around the school to get to your next lesson, even if it is just 
one classroom the other way. Additionally, some students miss 
the opportunity to attend period 6s as they offer something 
enjoyable to do after a day of working. 

The Virtual Year 6 Opening Evening. 

These are strange times; the Year 6 Opening Evening is usually a 
major part of the process of helping the transitioning year 6 students. 
This year was no exception. We had to make changes to the usual 
process as we could not risk the general public and our students 
health. Over 1000 people came to visit last year in the space of only 2 
hours. Usually the teachers would talk regarding their subject but 
instead we had a different idea. 

The Head Prefects and Head of Faculties for each subject made videos accompanied with PowerPoints 
with all the information the new students could possibly need. This was all situated online on the school 
website under the ‘Joining Us’ tab. We had the videos, a map of the school- a virtual tour, our prospectus, 

a form that parents could ask questions not answered in any of 
the videos or information and a welcoming video to all our new 
potential students. 

This enabled the new students to still have that comfort of a 
transition and having a place to ask and find out information. In 
conclusion, it was a safe and successful Year 6 Opening Evening 
this year. 



Christmas Card Competition 

Students from All Saints Academy, entered a Christmas card competition for Stockton Council. 
 
Although it was a difficult task, the judges made their decision, and while unfortunately the winning design 
was not one of the entries from All Saints, the 3 runners up were. Their designs will appear on the inside 
of the card, and local MP Matt, will hopefully deliver the letters he has written to the students who 
entered, along with the letters and prize he has for the 3 Runners Up 
later today. 
 
The Runners Up Were: 
 
Mia Atkinson 
Gracie Blair 
Olivia White 
 

 
Matt Vickers with the 3 runners up 

GBBO Fundraiser! 

Four Y10 students decided to fundraise for The Great North Air 
Ambulance by hosting a bake off for Halloween! The ‘gofundme’ page 

enticed donators and bakers alike : ‘Halloween 
is a little different this year due to the current 
circumstances, so why not turn to some 
seasonal baking? My friends and I decided it 
would be exciting to organise something for 
people in the community to get involved in 
during these uncertain times’. Three winners 
were chosen by The Great North Air 
Ambulance themselves, and I am sure you can 
agree that they were well deserved. I can only 

imagine they tasted as good as they looked!  

This incredible effort in the community managed to smash the £50 target by over 1900% and raise over 
£1000. This is a testament to all those in the community who contributed and Faith Graham, Sophie 
Hand, Evie Stott, and Harriet Christie, who organised the fundraiser. Thank you, girls, for your time, effort, 
and charity during tough times. I am sure The Great North Air Ambulance are extremely appreciative of 
the donation and raising awareness of such a good cause.  

Dr Frost Maths 

Since September the Maths department have been using Dr Frost Maths for Maths homework. They have 
also been encouraging students to use the ‘key skills’ section of the website for revision and extra 
practice at home! Every correct answer is 2 points towards their personal score and towards the All 
Saints Academy score.  

As a school we were outside of the top 100, but over the first term we have managed to get into 13th 
place with a score of 1174944. This is a massive achievement for the Maths department, but most 
importantly the students, without their contributions we would not have made it this far. The top 10 
students in the Academy so far this year deserve a special mention, as they have had a significant 
contribution to our success: 
 
Sam Law, Jess Watson, Saloni Pradhan, Sally Sheridan, Dylan Lannon, Megan Stainer, Lily Dingwall, Alex 
Main, Chloe Ward, Dan Wade 

We continue to be hopeful that we can push further up the leader board in the new year. So, don’t forget 
to keep logging on, completing homework on time, and maybe a few extra key skills questions to keep All 
Saints Academy moving up into the top 10! 



Cultural Capital Champions 2020 

 

All Saints Academy is pleased to announce that we now have 13 students who are Cultural Capital 

Champions, ranging from Y8-Y11. Over the course of the year (and during lockdown) students developed 

their Cultural Capital through completing a series of tasks that helped to develop their: social and cultural 

awareness, leadership, new skills and character. We are about to relaunch the programme in December 

which will include the new Year 7 cohort too. A SharePoint has been developed so that students and 

parents can see what extra-curricular opportunities are on offer, see the range of evidence needed to 

become a Cultural Capital Champion and also be inspired by competitions. There will also be some 

exemplar evidence forms so that students can see the expectations for Cultural Capital Champion status. 

All students who are successful receive and badge and also have a fantastic portfolio of evidence that can 

be used for prefect applications in year 10 and in college and apprenticeship interviews. We look forward 

to seeing the new challenges the students take up in 2021! The Cultural Capital Programme will be 

relaunched to the whole academy in January. 

If you need any further advice or support please contact Mrs Buchan (Deputy Headteacher) or Mrs Doree 
(Head of Music). 

Usborne Sponsored Read 

Year 7 and Year 8 recently took part in a sponsored read in an effort to raise much needed funds for the 

Academy library which has just been launched by Mrs Buchan. All students in these year groups were 

given sponsor forms to take home and collect sponsorships to promote their reading which also supports 

their literacy skills. The funds raised have been outstanding! The totals from each House can be seen 

below: 

 

 

The highest contributors were Elias Sturman from 7HI with £67, Isabelle Wilson from 7He with £57.50 

and Thomas Gibb from 7Ai with £60 – all absolutely amazing totals to raise! Mrs Buchan will be delivering 

a prize to all students. 

The Academy ran the sponsored read in collaboration with Usborne Books who are matching 60% of the 
donations raised so that we can develop the library for the benefit of all our students. Thank you to all 
students who took part and those at home who have supported with this initiative – it will make a huge 
difference to the academy library and all who use it. 

Aidan: 

£105 

Cuthbert: 

£22 

Francis: 

£106.50 

Helena: 

£265.50 

Hild: 

£97 

Oswald: 

£32 



Library Update 

Our library is growing, thanks to the generosity of parents and 

students: donating books and gifting money; collection for our 

big sponsored read with Y7 and Y8;  competition winnings 

(Thanks to Sally Sheridan in Y10) and also government 

funding for catch-up on Reading. We are now launching a 

Sharepoint for all students to use when the library is not in 

use; this will ensure we can still talk about Reading in times of 

lockdown or examinations. We have already recruited some 

avid readers in Year 10 to become our ‘Reading Leaders’ but 

we are looking for more reading enthusiasts from each year 

group to come along after school on their designated days 

and become ‘Reading Leaders’ too. 

  

We have also launched Accelerated Reader in Year 7 and 8; this is 

helping to engage students in a range of books appropriate to their 

level of challenge. We are also launching a reward scheme that will 

hopeful encourage students to quiz and share their 

recommendations with others. To stretch our most able readers we 

are also developing a section of our SharePoint which will encourage 

collaboration and rewards towards Champion Reader status.  

If you are interested in loaning a book, quizzing or becoming a 

‘Reading Leader’ please come along on the following evenings: 

Monday: 

Y7 

Tuesday: 

Y8 

Wednesday: 

Y7 

Thursday: 

Y9 

Friday: 

Y10 

Reading Leaders 

In the first half-term after lockdown, Mrs Buchan got together a group of Y10 students who enjoy reading 
to help to sort out the school library. In the new school year, All Saints has introduced a reading scheme 
for KS3: Accelerated Reader. All students are given a reading level and when they visit the library, the 
shelves are organised into those levels so that they know which books they should read. After they finish 
each book, they take a quiz on the book to develop their understanding of it. The reading leaders have 
been meeting in the library every Friday and entering all of the books into the Accelerated Reader system 
and labelling them with their reading levels. Additionally, we have been organising the non-fiction and 
reference section and entering them into the school’s brand-new library system. We hope that this will 
encourage students to read more and give them easy access to books. We are also creating a thematic 
reading display each term; this term was Protest and Prejudice, we are also building a stretch section to 
challenge those beyond accelerated reader too 

Writing Competition 

November brought novel-writing to Write the World as young writers took to their 

notebooks (and keyboards) to create excerpts of longform stories in celebration of 

National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo). With tales exploring intergenerational 

connection, heritage, tradition, and the challenges of growing up in an under-resourced 

community, among many other topics, submissions to our latest competition exhibited 

careful consideration of conflict, characterization, and context—critical elements of 

storytelling. This competition is a global writing competition and we are pleased to 

announce that Simone Pradhan (Y10) gained Highly commended for her entry entitled 

“Yellow Carnations” Well done Simone, and keep on writing! 



Music Success! 

My name is Gabrielle and I am currently in Year 7. I play the 

Piano, and I also sing. I am currently working towards Grade 3 

Piano and Grade 5 Singing. I am hoping to do my next singing 

grade in December, although it may be online because of Covid-

19. Although I love both of the instruments I play, I do prefer 

singing, and singing is the entire world to me. 

 

 

 

 

My name is Ann and I am currently in Year 7. I have been 
playing the piano since I was 6 years old, which means I 
have now been playing for 6 years. I am currently on Grade 4 
in both practical and theory of music exams. Piano is my 
passion, and it always will be. Although I have played the 
violin previously, I had to stop as I wanted to focus on my 
piano. 

Anti Bullying Week 

Anti-Bullying week is a yearly event that the staff and students 

at All Saints always take part in. This year’s theme is United 

Against Bullying and to help show our support we planned 

whole school worship sessions and a lot of staff and students 

wore odd socks to school. Students were also asked to make 

a personal pledge focusing on how they can help prevent 

bullying, this is going to make up a display. 

Bullying has such a negative impact on people’s lives it is 

important we educate students about the effects it can have 

on people as well as make it clear to them that it is never 

acceptable. As part of this year’s theme there was a focus on the other people involved in incidences such 

as ring leaders and by standers. Students need to know that it is rarely just a bully and a victim involved 

but others too. It is important that students report incidences they experience or witness so they can be 

dealt with as quickly as possible. 

We have a brilliant Anti- Bullying Team made up of students from all year groups. We are 
always happy to welcome new members. If interested please speak to Mrs Senior or Mr 
Harrison. 

 

Odd Socks Day 

Odd socks day was for ‘Anti bullying’ and in primary I 
was bullied for many years about being unique and 
different and I always thought that was a bad thing but 
then I realised that it isn’t a bad thing. I hope no-one else 
ever has go through what I had to. That is why I stand up 
for bullying.  



Cuthbert Takes The Prize! 
 
The Inter-House Quiz took place over the course of a week, and is a 
general knowledge quiz of 10 questions for each year group. The questions 
ranged from books to biology to television, offering everyone an opportunity 
to answer a question and represent their team. The teams were made up of 
5 students from each House. The overall winners were Cuthbert, and the 
points from their win will go towards the Inter-House Cup. There was very 
little difference in the scores until the last day with the Year 10s which 
decided the winner. The Y10 team included Kyle Hadfield, Kieran Toulson, 
Jacob Ellis, Thomas Nevison and Abigail Pollitt. If there was a tie then there 
would be a tie breaker question so each year group knew where they came 
compared to the other houses. It was a great to see so many students take part and all were enthusiastic 
and competitive! 

Mathmas! 
 

Christmas came early in the Maths department for Y8 on Friday 11th of December the 

whole of Year 8 did something Called Mathmas (Maths and Christmas). This is Ali’s 

description of the event: 

“It was really fun and I hope I would do it again. We began with a codebreaker, then the zoom 

call started. First, there was a lady  who explained about a prize draw and if you win you 

would win a maths prize. So, we had a paper and picked 2 numbers and had to wait until the 

end. Then we did a little bit of a magic trick with the teacher. I had a piece of card with1,2,3,4 and 0 and there were 

numbers between 1 and 30 and 2 people picked their birthday .The lady then asked who wants to be volunteer and 

luckily my class got picked so our teacher picked some students and they were on camera all around United 

Kingdom! The activities included Christmas bingo, Christmas cracker puzzles, origami and many more. But then it 

came to an end and so she picked 2 numbers which I think were 2 and 7 and one person won in our class and got 

some maths equipment. It was fun and I hope we do it again.” 

Harnessing their Maths through the Magic of Christmas! 

Santa Visits Ingleby Barwick! 

Due to coronavirus restrictions, many families  struggled to get out to 
see Santa this year, so instead  a plan was hatched  to bring Santa to 
them! The festive event organised by Stockton Council, called Santa on 
Wheels, aimed to bring festive cheer to residents during the lockdown. 
Santa was on a strict schedule so he wasn’t able to stop to say hello but 
he was waving and spreading festive joy from aboard his special bus. 
Here’s what Ann, Y8, thought about it: 

“The Santa Bus/sleigh was cool as I had not seen it before . It had played a traditional Christmas song and 

was nice . As it was cold, I was sitting on my windowsill with the window open . I could see babies and 

toddlers laughing and cheering at the bus. You could see the bus coming as it was covered in bright lights 

and Santa waving at us. The best thing about the sleigh was that the music was played by a live band! I 

had expected an actual sleigh but I had enjoyed it.” 

After the kind of year we've all had, it was fantastic to have some festive cheer. There will certainly be 
some very excited children around now! 



Rowing Competition 

One of our Year 10 students, Hannah Graham has taken part in the British National 
Indoor Rowing championships for year 10 girls.  
She qualified to enter on the 23rd of November on her first attempt at rowing.  
She then came 4th in the National Championships in her second attempt and she 
hadn't even completed any training. She missed out on a medal by 0.05 of a second! 
We can't wait to see what the future brings, it's amazing what we can achieve when 
we just try something new! 

Annual Skip Off Competition 

The Skip Off is an interhouse competition organised by Miss Crossling for all of 
Y7. The competition involves skipping for as long as possible for points and prizes. 
All students were given a sponsor form and asked to raise as much money as 
possible. Of course this wasn’t for the school, it was for charity! All money raised 
would go to the British Heart Foundation. Any student that donated £10 would be 
given 3 Reward Points, as well as the nice feeling knowing that you just helped 
another person. 

  

St Francis’ Sarah Wright was the overall winner of the competition. The house that raised the most was 
also St Francis. Overall we donated  £1969.94 which is the most the competition has ever raised. Thank 
you to all who skipped and donated.  

AI 

£93.40   

CU 

£62.50   

FR 

£563.25   

He 

£408   

HI 

£521.69   

OS 

£321.10 

FR Sarah Wright 1st 

Cu George Wilkinson 2nd 

HE Katie Cuthbert 3rd 

HI Finaley O Toole 4th 

AI Darcy Dixon 5th 

OS Nicole Allport 6th 

Cross Country 

During this half term all Year 7, 8 & 9 classes took part in a cross country run in their Healthy Active 

Lifestyles lessons. The effort across all groups was great despite some treacherous conditions and 

allowed students to learn more about long distance running.  

 

All groups completed a course which totalled 1150 metres apart from the Y9 Boys who completed a 1725 
metre course. The best times will be passed on to the Stockton Cross Country Championship with some 
students progressing onto country trails depending on other schools results. 

Year 7 

Boys Girls 

Noah Morgan 

5:10 

Claudia O’Con-

nor 6:00  

Year 8 

Boys Girls 

Joe Clarke  

5:08  

Freya Lillie 

5:07  

Year 9 

Boys Girls 

Aiden Colmer 

7:38  

Phoebe Gills 

6:04  


