
March 2021 

It has been wonderful to welcome back all the students who can now return to their classrooms, settle in 
and continue with their learning. As is often said: ”A school is just a building without any children.” The few 
who have been in school throughout lockdown were very happy to have more of their friends back too. As 
a student in Y7 said: 

“Coming back to school has been great because you get to see your friends in a safe way. School has 
been incredibly safe about the coronavirus situation. Some changes have been made that you have to 
wear masks in school and classes, and remember to sanitise your hands! “ 
 

We have also been delighted that the building work on the new extension has now begun, and we are 
noting the progress of it with much excitement! As one student said: 

“Because there is a new building it has been a bit hard as you didn’t know where to go but the teachers 
showed us and then after that it was easy. “ 

This last year has been the most difficult many of us have ever 
experienced. I am personally grateful to the staff and the children 
for their enduring positivity and determination to make the best of 
a challenging situation. For our parents and carers your support 
has been unwavering so ‘thank you’. 

Please stay safe over the Easter period so we can all return 
successfully to start the Summer term. 

God bless 

Mrs A Lees 



Careers update 
 
The Academy’s careers service continues to adapt to the changes that the recent Pandemic has 
presented. We have utilised virtual learning to continue to deliver 
students an alternative careers provision. 
During January our Year 11 students were engaged during tutor time 
with a series of virtual assemblies which were delivered direct to 
students via their intervention group tutors. These assemblies including 
presentations for arrange of post 16 providers included: Stockton 
Riverside, Bede 6th Form, NETA, Middlesbrough College, TTE, 
Stockton 6th Form and Queen Elizabeth 6th Form colleges and these 
recorded assemblies can be viewed on the careers section of the 
academy website: 
 
College Assemblies - All Saints Church of England Academy (allsaintsib.org)  
Year 11 students are also being sent regular emails regarding post 16 provision and students are 

encouraged to check their emails on a regular basis. 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

National Apprenticeship Week 
February 8th-14th saw the Academy embrace the National Apprenticeship Week. Tutors and 
subject teachers provided students with lots of activities and information relating to careers and 
apprenticeships linking their subjects with apprenticeship opportunities. A summary of activities 
and resources can be found on the school careers section of the website: 
 
Apprenticeship week 8th - 14th February 2021 - All Saints Church of England Academy 
(allsaintsib.org) 
 
In the run up to ½ term all students were invited to complete a careers survey and provide 
feedback. Part of this survey was to also find out more about careers interests of the student body 
and the results will help us to provide a more personal and engaging careers service for our 
students. The results indicated that a large percentage (45%) of students were considering a 
career in Medicine and Healthcare and based on this we have subscribed the academy to the 
Medical Mavericks Academy, details of which have been shared with staff, students and parent/
carers. Based on the student feedback we are hoping to access similar resources for other 
careers. 
 
Virtual Work Experience: 
National lockdown has created a number of opportunities for students to participate in a number of 
virtual online work experiences via the High Tide Foundation and Speakers for Schools Service. All 
Year 10 and 11 students were invited to apply for places, and we have seen students successfully  
being offered opportunities to engage in; Business management; Engineering; Law and Logistic 
virtual work experiences. 
 
Future Leaders course 
Stockton 6th Form offered All Saints students an opportunity for 8 of our students to attend a virtual 
conference and activity session aimed at developing skills to develop tomorrow’s leaders. The 
successful students will take part in 2 sessions just after the Easter break and an update will be 
shared in the Summer Newsletter 

https://www.allsaintsib.org/259/college-assemblies
https://www.allsaintsib.org/260/apprenticeship-week-8th-14th-february-2021
https://www.allsaintsib.org/260/apprenticeship-week-8th-14th-february-2021


The Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

On the 11th of January 2021 the first Year 11 Virtual Parents’ evening took place. It consisted of 
students’ 5 minute scheduled conversations with 
each subject teacher. There were conversations 
regarding the students’ Mock grades in November 
and the student’s individual progress. I was a Year 
11 student participating and I thought it was a 
great idea. It was very well organised, and it 
enabled the whole event to run quickly. Internet 
problems did occur, but they were easily fixed and 
very minor, they did not affect the evening for me. 
It was a very good idea that ran really well for me.  
It also enabled parents to ask questions regarding 
the Mock exam results and what the rest of Year 
11 may bring.  One student said, “I think it worked 
as well as it could, however the time limits were 
annoying cutting people off.” However, overall, the 
event ran well and the students still got to have 
the 1:1 talk about assessment with their teachers. 

Dr Frost Maths 

The Maths department have been continuing to use Dr Frost for Maths work during the remote 
learning period. As a school we were in 13th place worldwide, but with all of your excellent efforts 
we have now climbed to 10th place! 
  
The top 10 students in the Academy so far this year deserve a special mention, as they have had a 
significant contribution to our success: Sam, Jess, Saloni, Sally, Dylan, Megan, Alex, Yasmin, Lily 
and Rebekah. As you can see some of those names have changed since last term, so who knows 
… next term it could be you. Don’t forget that every correct answer is 2 points towards their 
personal score and towards the All Saints Academy score worldwide.  
We are ever hopeful that we can push further up the leader board. So, don’t forget to keep logging 
on, completing homework on time, and maybe do a few extra key skills questions to keep All Saints 
Academy moving up into the top 10! 

Year 8 Choices Day Workshop 2021 

On Wednesday 3rd March, all Year 8s took part in 5 different subject 

workshops that they were considering taking for GCSE options.  Year 8 

students had to fill out a form saying which 5 subjects they wanted to try 

out. The day was to inform and give a taste of 

what to expect the subject to be like in Years 9, 

10 and 11. The subject leaders had set up a power point showing the 

students what they would learn and how they would be assessed if they 

chose that subject. This also had some examples from students’ work in the 

past. Also, the teachers engaged us in a task to learn more about the 

subject. The lessons were all very organised and gave the students a lot of information for them to 

consider. It was clear teachers had put a lot of energy and time into 

making this day. It will be a hard decision for all of us in Year 8 to make, 

as all subjects were very good, but we can only take two of the subjects 

that we were doing at the workshops. I had a clear understanding of 

what I wanted to take, but by taking part in these workshops I am much 

more confident that I will make the right decision. 



Taking a Well-earned Break from Our Virtual School 

 

Working on a screen all day was certainly a challenge during 

lockdown, so All Saints decided to give the students and staff a 

break from screen time with two away days. Our first day in 

February was titled:  

‘Walk Away Wednesday’ 

Students and staff were given the opportunity to reinvigorate their 

‘Learner Dispositions’ and take part in 6 different activities. We 

had a some fabulous photographs to evidence the day. Here are a 

few below.  

In addition to our home menu of activities staff and key worker 
students who were in school took part in a range of exciting 
activities too from making bird boxes to baking. 

 

On Walkaway Wednesday Harley practiced  a few chord progressions for his own songs, but he 

also practised songs like Snow by Red Hot Chilli Peppers and 

Unholy Confessions by Avenge Seven Fold. The riff he practised 

on his guitar is heard in his song – Fallen Angel at 2:12. 

In the second photo he is using Ableton  Push 2 to make and edit 

his song Fallen Angel. The Ableton push 2 is a MIDI device which 

means the sound is made by the 

computer and that is saved to the 

Ableton programme. He said:  

“It is very fun to use when you 

understand Ableton and the device 

itself.”  

With the extra time during music and lockdown he was able to learn the 
device and make some cool riffs as can be heard in his songs. 

STILL WORKING! 

During Lockdown, it was lovely to see that our students were still working as hard as ever, with 

many students becoming Homeschool Heroes and demonstrating Amazing Engagement!  

Homeschool Hero  

An exceptional keyboard performance from 

Eric R, Y7. Eric went above and beyond when 

practising his keyboard and included a variety 

of musical skills, clearly demonstrating his 

passion for playing the keyboard. Encore Eric! 

Amazing Engagement 

Many students worked very hard in a variety of subjects. This is Oliver who 
worked hard in Music. 



Thoughtful Thursday 

Our second no screen day was aptly called, 
‘Thoughtful Thursday’ and it fell on World 
Book Day in March. This gave us an 
opportunity to set some wonderful book 
related tasks for the students and staff at 
home. Here is a selection of some of the 
booky things they did!  

“The 4th was World Book Day and so we had 
many wonderful book related tasks to 
choose from, instead of any lessons. We could send evidence to 
ThoughtfulThursdayallsaintsib.org. One task I chose to do was to 
re-read a book I used to love. I choose to read ‘Hetty Feather’ by 
Jacqueline Wilson. Due to my love of history 
my 9-year-old-self was obsessed with this 
series set in the late 1800s. I read the first 
chapter, and yet I didn’t find it as gripping I 

still enjoyed the nostalgia it made me feel. Another task, I did was creating a 
genre bookmark for my younger sister, she is only 3 and so I created a 
bookmark with the theme of children’s books. It was really fun to make and it 
was lovely to give it to her and see her face, she loves books. I then also did a 
‘Book Bucket List’ where I wrote the books I aspire to read this year.” 

One very interesting task available was a quiz on the where many teachers and staff members 
read a chapter each of ‘The Twits’ by Roald Dahl and you had to guess which teacher or staff 
member was reading each chapter. Each teacher ‘masked’ their voice by adding character voices 
when speaking. For lower school there was a multiple choice quiz and to make it harder for upper 
school you had to write the name of the teacher or staff member. I didn’t do this but I got the 
chance to listen to some of the chapters and it was really fun trying to guess which teacher was 

speaking. There were many more interesting tasks to choose from and 
it was a very relaxing and a fun day having a 
break from normal lessons and our normal 
routines. 

Again staff in school and key worker students 
decided to do something a little special and plan 
activities around the Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter! Students made potions, went on 
treasure hunts, painted magical beast and 
baked Hogwarts Treats to name a few activities. 

Sophie enjoy reading Harry Potter, our dog even enjoyed listening to 
her read!  Sophie also baked a delicious chocolate cake just like the 
one Hagrid baked for Harry for his 11th birthday! It looked exactly like 
the one in the movie!  (From Harry Potter and the Philosophers 
stone) 

 

Charlotte H “I read two news stories I wouldn’t usually read, I read an old 
bedtime story which made me happy, I did a self-portrait draw with Rob, I 
designed a cake based on Pig City the book and finally I decorated a yeti 
on a spoon based on There’s a Yeti in the Playground. “ 



8CU Charity Fundraising 

The Tutor group 8CU took part in a charity walk, run, or cycle a mile or more a day, every day, in 

February for our tutor group charity which is Children with Cancer UK. Many members of the tutor 

group took part in this remote charity fundraiser and 

managed to reach our fundraising target of £100. 

Students of the 8CU tutor group put on their shoes and 

started exercising for this amazing cause. This was not 

only for fundraising, but it was to get out and exercise 

away from the screens that we had been sat in front of 

all day whilst home learning.  

On my bike rides I had passed other members of 8CU 

also taking part for this good cause. In addition to 

cycling, every day in February after home learning had 

finished, I took my younger sister for a walk.  

I also went on bike rides as well and achieved some 

distances that I would have never attempted.  

By Oliver 8CU 

The Extension for All Saints Academy has started!!! 

Jack in Year 8 has been watching the new build: 

“The extension will be great not only because more labs and 

classrooms will be added, but it will mean there will be more 

opportunity for students who will have more room to produce 

work in a larger room. The extension will bring 6 brand new 

Classrooms, 1 Lab, and 1 brand new Drama room. The school 

will be massive!!! We are currently unsure as to when the 

extension will be finished, but let’s hope it will be soon so we 

can continue our learning journey.” 

 

For 18 years staff have been heard to cry 

'Stop rolling down the mound' 'Stop 

pushing them down the mound!' The 

mound is about to disappear permanently  

to make way for the new extension. 

 

 

 

 

The new Drama studio!  

Miss Brooks is thinking of Bob the Builder for 

our next school performance.  



COVID Testing: Reality for the students 

The first COVID testing day for my class (Year 11) was on the 3rd of March 2021. There were 
allocated slots for all students and mine was at 9am. Once I arrived, Mrs Lees was at the gate, 
greeting us and explaining where to go, due to the ongoing building work. I then waited outside 
(socially distanced) until I was let into the hall. My name and house were taken and then I was 
given the registration papers; swab for the test 
and then shown to my allocated seat (number 
4). I waited no more than 5 minutes and then I 
was told to go past the curtain into the testing 
area at desk 4. Everyone’s seat number and 
desk number were the same. There were 
instructions, hand sanitiser, tissues, sanitation 
wipes and a mirror on the desk. I did the test 
and there were various members of staff there 
to give us advice if we were stuck or unsure 
about any part of the procedure. After that, I 
gave my test to a member of staff, (my swab 
was safely in the testing tube) who then took it 
away to another area where tests were placed 
to await results. I then wiped down my desk and a member of staff used sanitising spray on the 
desk and chair. After that, I left with a letter that explained how I could find my results online. All 
the staff members in the COVID testing area had the correct PPE and all students wore masks. It 
was very efficient, safe and the brilliant level of organisation made the process more comfortable. 

A student in Year 8 commented:  

“When I heard that testing was going to be at school, I was quite nervous but as soon as I got to 
school, I was relieved at how well it went, the staff did an excellent job making it a welcoming and 
safe atmosphere. This helped calm a lot of us down and once we were placed in the seating area 
and got familiar with our surroundings, we became relaxed. The test itself was easy enough to do 
and with the help of staff it was done in less than a minute. We were shown where to go after we’d 
finished, we handed over our tests, wiped down our desks and left. Mrs. Lees greeted us at the 
side gate and asked if we were ok and if we thought it went well, then we left. Overall, it was very 
successful.” 

Our work here is done! Last test complete and staff can now return to their real jobs. 

Thanks to all involved. 



Lockdown Riding 

 

Willow has enjoyed riding during lockdown: 

“Over lockdown, I have been 

extremely lucky to have both 

of my ponies to keep me 

entertained. I got Chloe on the 

23rd of March (the day we 

went into lockdown!) Chloe is 

a grey Connemara who is almost 19 years old. I used to do some 

local show jumping with Chloe but because of Corona Virus I haven’t 

been able to do any recently. My second pony is called Rain and I got 

her September 18th. 

Rain is a Skewbald, 

14.1 HH Welsh mare who is 7. Rain has taught 

me so much from jumping 50 cm courses to 

100cm courses. Unfortunately, I haven’t 

competed in any shows with Rain but I have my 

first one on April 4th jumping 80cm. My aim with 

Rain is to qualify for Horse Of The Year show in a 

few years.” 

Healthy Active Lifestyles During Lockdown 

During Lockdown, Healthy Active Lifestyles lessons continued, but they were a bit different to the 
usual ones. Students were given the opportunity to pick from a range of different physical activities 
including workouts, yoga sessions and apps. There was also advice given regarding exercise. The 
students were often given a short 25 minute workout to do, as well as many thought-provoking 
questions about a variety of topics . Here are some examples of what the students got up to… 


