
Let’s Get Debating! 

History Debate Club takes place on Thursdays after school, and usually lasts approximately 

an hour and a half. The club is split into two teams, where students both work on points that 

they can raise to try to win the debate. Whilst working on their preparation the students 

have some refreshments too! The judges award their marks based on students’ debating 

abilities and how strong their arguments are. Whoever wins the debate is usually rewarded 

with a prize of some sweets. The Debate Club teaches many valuable skills, including 

teamwork, public speaking and debating skills– skills which will continue to be useful 

throughout your life. 

So far, topics which have been debated include the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings, the 

Vikings, the Nazis and Sparta. One never knows what the debate will be about next! 

July 2021 

'Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.' 

Message from the Headteacher 

This year has been disrupted and unsettling for many of us. I am always encouraged by the  
resilience and sheer determination of our students to make the best of a challenging situation. I know I  
expressed this in the last newsletter but it is worth saying again, for our parents and carers ‘thank you’ for 
the support and understanding you have shown. 

A special ‘thank you’ to Mrs Doree for every wonderful memory she has created with us at All Saints, we 
wish her a very happy retirement. 

Please stay safe over the Summer period so we can all return successfully to start the new  
academic year together. 

God bless 



Accelerated Readers at All Saints Academy 

The Year 7 and 8 students have been reading and quizzing their way to some 
fantastic rewards this year through our digital reading programme. 
The Myon Digital Library has been an excellent resource through the various 
periods of isolation, allowing access to books matched to the reading age of the 
students, allowing them to progress without the risk of choosing books that are 
too easy or difficult. 
As we head into a summer of staycations, the resource is available for the 
registered students and can be accessed through the links in the Reading 
Matters share point: 
https://allsaintsvaco.sharepoint.com/sites/Reading_Matters 
 
Some of our top readers will be attending a Rewards Pizza Party in the Autumn term, and experiencing 

other rewards linked with our community supporters: Happy Spoon and Al Forno. Congratulations to all 

our readers! 

The Academy Library  

Our new school library opened its doors to students this half-term. 

The library is now being managed by our new Library Co-ordinator, 

Mrs Nesbitt, along with a dedicated team of enthusiastic student 

Library Leaders. It currently offers around 1250 books and is open 

for all year groups after school between 3 and 4pm.  

All of the books are available to be borrowed by students when they 

visit using their library card. Our books have been chosen by our 

own students and we have an exciting range of genres, authors and 

non-fiction texts available. Currently, all of our books are arranged by Accelerated Reader reading range 

so our students can find a text that suits them with ease. We have also set up a library ‘SharePoint’ which 

all students can access from home with book recommendations from students and an online library.  

At All Saints Academy, we want our new library to be a place for 
all students to enjoy. There are spaces for quiet reading as well 
as non-fiction texts and computers for completing homework. 
We also run exciting Period 6 after school clubs including a 
‘Blind Date with a Book’ club which encourages our students to 
choose a book based on its key themes rather than choosing a 
book by its cover. We also intend to get students involved with 
competitions, themed nights and events throughout the new 
academic year so there will be a lot of opportunities to visit the 
library and get involved. This will be aimed at all year groups. 

The National Literacy Trust 

The National Literacy Trust is officially launching this year’s Festival of 
Science & Imagination in July, and we have jumped at the 
opportunity to involve many of our Year 7 and 8 science classes this 
summer! Students will be inspired by leading scientists, including 
Melissa Lee (RAL Space), Liv Gasgill (specialist in psychology and 
neuroimaging), Dr Barbara Brockway (Forensic Cosmetic Scientist) 
and Dr Caitrin Rutland (specialist in anatomy and genetic 
developments). During live webinars, students will be inspired to 
explore literacy and communication skills in a variety of science 
contexts and careers.  These will take place starting Monday 12th 
July 2021. 

https://allsaintsvaco.sharepoint.com/sites/Reading_Matters


Year 10 College Visit to Stockton 6th Form 

As part of All Saints Academy’s Careers programme, we offer Year 10 

students the opportunity to visit a range of  colleges to help them make 

informed decisions regarding their post-16 choices. Due to the problems that 

have been brought about by the Covid pandemic and the resulting 

lockdowns and restricted movements, we have not been able to visit as many 

colleges as we would normally offer. 

 

However, as the UK lockdown begins to ease and we are able to start a tentative return to ‘normality’ 

we were able to visit Stockton 6th Form College on Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd June to give 

students a brief taste of post-16 education. 

The students were involved in four different activities which had been designed to give them a flavour of 

various subjects including: 

 

Circus Lab, which revolved around STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering & Maths) subjects 

Line of Duty (Social Science, Psychology, Criminology and Sociology) 

League of their Own (Teambuilding) 

The Apprentice (Business, Economics, ICT 

and Computing) 

 

The activities gave students an opportunity to not only experience a range 

of topics they had limited knowledge of, but they also were able to meet 

some of the teaching staff at Stockton 6th Form College and experience a 

college environment, which contributed to providing the students with an 

interesting, informative and entertaining experience. 

Spanish Film and TV Club 

This term in the Spanish Department, Miss Chapman has run a Film and TV 
Club for Year 7. 

Here is what some of her attendees had to say: 

“I enjoy coming to Spanish Club as the movies and shows we watch, help me 
learn new vocabulary and give me some knowledge about their culture.” Ann 

“I have really enjoyed coming to Spanish Film/TV club as it is both fun and 
educational. Listening to native Spanish speakers has helped me with learning 
new vocabulary and to improve my accent. It has made me feel more 
confident and I am hoping it will help in the listening test, as I am now hearing 
Spanish at a fast pace. If this club continues next year, I would definitely 
attend.” Eva 

KS3 Writing Competitions 

Students from Years 7-9 have entered into two ‘Young Writers’ writing competitions this term, competing 
against other students from schools across the country. These National Writing Competitions run 
throughout the academic year and have been completed in lessons and at the ‘Perfectly Published’  
writing club at All Saints Academy run by Miss Graham. The genre was crime fiction and students were 
limited to 100 words to write their mini saga. This was both challenging but rewarding for students to 
have produced their own short story and allowed them opportunities to express their creativity through 
writing. All Saints Academy students often obtain fantastic results from these writing competitions and 
the students are excited to receive the results of the competition after the deadline of 23rd July 2021, with 
the chance to win some fantastic prizes and their stories being selected for publication! 



Leadership Conference 

Recently,six students from Years 10 and 11 attended a virtual Leadership 
Conference, organised by Mr Johnson and run by members of staff from Stockton 
Sixth Form College, including the Principal Asma Shaffi.  

The conference was split into three sessions. The first session evaluated the 
students’ skills and encouraged them to respond to different hypothetical 
scenarios. The second session explained the qualities of an effective leader and 
how to communicate well, and the third considered women in leadership and 
different leadership styles. Millie, one of the attendees, said:  

“The sessions were brilliantly engaging, and the way that we were able to discuss 
different approaches and attitudes amongst ourselves led to interesting conversations which allowed us to 
understand other people’s viewpoints. 

They were specifically designed to build on our strengths and weaknesses, and we all finished the 
sessions feeling more confident and knowledgeable in our leadership abilities. I would strongly 
recommend this course to anyone interested when it runs again – I enjoyed it hugely and so did everyone 
else who took part.”  

Lockdown Lessons - Student Views. 

The past year has, undoubtedly, been a difficult time for everyone. It is important to reflect on the 
lockdowns, so the Curriculum Prefects wanted to share their experiences and reflections:  

“Lockdowns have been something I have appreciated learning from in some ways. I think it has helped 
us to appreciate the people around us and not to take what we have for granted, for example, the time 
we spend with friends and the small comforts of everyday life such as the comfort in our communities or 
religions. One way I tried to cope with the lockdowns was by learning new things and trying to embrace 
the lessons we can learn, whilst remembering the difficulties people have gone through. Overall, I will try 
to remember the lockdowns and things I learned from them, but I look forward to the changes to come.” 

“Recently, through the pandemic, we have experienced highs and lows. For me, lockdown was a good 
time for me to realise you don't need to have a chaotic life to have a fulfilled life, we can simply come 
together as one big community. Going out every Thursday to do the Clap for Carers; the overall 
understanding that we all have experienced some sort of hardship. Without lockdown I don't think I would 
have truly appreciated what people do for me every day. I think we can all now take something positive 
and negative from the lockdowns.” 

“Lockdown was hard and stressful at times, but it also had some positives. I was able to spend more time 
with my family which was a lovely thing. There were also positives like starting school later and shorter 
lessons, which meant I had more free time, and the 10 minutes in between lessons gave me a break from 
my screen and time to organise my books and equipment. One negative was not being able to meet up 
with friends, which was annoying. I don’t know which type of learning I prefer due to them being so 
different and both having pros and cons but using things like Seneca and Dr Frost was a nice change 
which I really liked.” 

“Lockdown was a very strange time for me, without being able to go outside and see friends and family. 
While there have been hard moments, I have gained a lot of experience from it. I'm sure that the last year 
will have had an effect on us all, but hopefully we can work in the next few months to get some normality 
back.” 

“Lockdown has been an interesting experience for all of us, with each one of us dealing with it differently. 
My personal experience was one of both enjoyment in some ways but a struggle in others, I enjoyed the 
time at home which I spent trying to improve myself and find new interests. One of these new skills I 
found is a love for electronics and building computers, even though during lockdown stock was very low. 
On the other hand, I struggled with the vast time alone with myself and with my family but in my times of 
darkness at home I found comfort in my faith and researching other people’s faiths.” 

“During lockdown I have obtained new skills and qualities which have helped me to be more 
independent. I have had my hard times and I was stressed out by exams, but at the same time I have had 
more quality time to spend time with my family. However, during lockdown everyone have had different 
experiences and different approaches, and if we can follow the guidelines and wait a little longer, we will 
all be able to go and see and hold our loved ones.” 



Dr Frost Maths 

The Maths Department have continued to use Dr Frost Maths during the remote learning period. As an 
academy we were in 11th place, but with the excellent efforts of the students we have now climbed to 
10th place! 
 
The top 10 students in the Academy so far this year deserve a special mention, as they have had a 
significant contribution to our success: Sam L, Jessica W, Saloni P, Sally S, Chloe W, Brooklyn C, Tom N, 
Mannie F, Libby M and Yuvraj S. Every correct answer is 2 points towards their personal score and 
towards the All Saints Academy score. 
 
We are ever hopeful that we can push further up the leader board. So remember to keep logging on, 
completing homework on time, and maybe answer a few extra key skills questions to keep All Saints 
Academy moving up into the top 9! 

Saturday Science Club. 

Students from Years 7 and Year 8 have joined 
with Mrs Akram and Mr Reid to take part in 
Saturday Science lessons. In the first session 
they designed, built and tested water rockets. In 
the second session they examined the Coke 
and Mentos experiment. The students worked 
really hard and had great fun launching the 
rockets.  

Remembering Ged Hall, Magistrate 

For many years, students from All Saints Academy have participated in a 
nationwide competition called the Mock Trials Competition, where students 
compete against other schools and academies initially from this region and 
subsequently nationwide. Traditionally, All Saints Academy has always excelled at 
this event, including reaching the Finals of this competition which were held at 
The Royal Courts of Justice in London, which was an experience never to be 
forgotten. Much of the students’ success came from a large amount of time spent 
with two of our local Magistrates—Ian Goodman and Ged Hall, who gave up their 
time on many occasions to either visit the students in school or enable them to 
visit the Magistrates’ Courts in Middlesbrough. Earlier this year we learned that 
Ged Hall had sadly passed away, and some of the students wanted to share their memories of him: 

“Ged was extremely generous with his time; without him, I would never have been able to have the 
memorable experience that I was privileged to have during my time competing at magistrates. Ged’s 
compassion as well as concern for us to do the best we can, is an example of how, through helping 
others, we can make a lasting impact. I will always be grateful for the opportunities that arose from taking 
part in this competition .”   

“I first met Ged when I was taking part in my first Magistrates’ Mock Trial. We were visiting Middlesbrough 
Magistrates Court to do a practice run of our case. I was then in Year 8, and I had the part of Usher. I 
remember Ged laughing after we had run through the case and telling me that I was by the far the 
smallest, yet one of the best ushers he’d seen. He was quiet, yet  always smiling. He was so passionate 
about the Magistrates competition and was genuinely engaged in helping us to improve and progress in 
the Trials. He made the whole experience a joy to take part in, and it will always be a highlight of my 
experience at All Saints Academy.” 

“Ged came into school to help the Magistrates teams, and was also there when we visited the courts in 
preparation. He was always friendly and helpful, and gave us constructive advice to help us in our roles. 
He was extremely knowledgeable and explained any queries or questions we had.” 

"I met Ged many times, when he came to help us with the Magistrates Competition. He was helpful and 
always listened to every point,  question,  word and speech we made in order to give us the best advice he 
could. He sparked my interest in law, improved my confidence and I will always be thankful for the advice 
and opportunity to take part." 



Women In Science 

One of our current Head prefects, Valerie, has recently just completed a “Women in Science” course, 
which was held online by the University of Cambridge. 
This consisted of 5 seminars, held every Tuesday in 
June where girls, from all over England, participated in 
lessons that incorporated different elements of STEM, 
ranging from Engineering to Computer science. 
Valerie’s favorite seminar was the Cryptography 
lesson, where she was introduced to Modular 
Arithmetic and how the future of Quantum Computers 
will threaten the safety of the Internet! Valerie was also 
introduced to female industry professionals (in the final 
seminar), who lead as an example to the wide-raging 
career paths in STEM and possible abundance of 
success, despite the sexism faced by women in this 
sector.  

 

8 Cuthbert Litter Pick - Save The Environment! 

As part of the Year of the Salmon activities (https://

yearofthesalmon.org/), the Year 8 classes have been learning about 

litter and its impact on river ecosystems. To help play our part, the 

students, together with members of the Tees River Trust, decided to tidy 

up litter around the Academy to help minimise any potential damage to 

wildlife. We are certainly enjoying a cleaner school as a result! 

Here is what Ashley thought about it: 

“On Thursday 1st of July Y8 Cuthbert did a litter picking to save the 

environment! A lady from the Tees River Trust came into school and told 

us the dangers of littering and not picking it up. She then went on to say 

how it will not dissolve it will just remain there. This got us thinking it was 

a good idea to a litter pick. Very enthusiastically, we went outdoors to begin! We went on the field to find 

all the litter we could  and put it in a bag to see how much we all collected at the end. We found loads and 

loads of things! Including bricks, plastic bottles, and plastic wrappers and even…… a COCONUT! 

Although It was quite funny to see, it was not good for the environment.so it was important that it was 

picked up. When it came to the end the of the lesson, the lady was impressed to see how much litter we 

had collected, and gave  a big thank-you to everyone in 8 Cuthbert!” 

 



Y7 Welcome Evening 

The Welcome Evening for the upcoming Year 7 students was  virtually held on 30th June. Parents and  
Carers met with All Saints Academy Headteacher Mrs Lees and then with the Head of each House. The 
evening was an opportunity for parents to ask questions and for the staff to pass on important information 
about the Transition process, and what they could expect when their child started at All Saints Academy 
in September. It was a very positive evening, with many Parents expressing their enthusiasm for their 
child to attend the Academy. 
Monday 5th July was our Virtual Transition Day where children in Year 6  experienced a virtual English, 
Maths and Science lesson as well as having the opportunity to meet their new tutor. 

Head Prefects Senior Prefect 

Care, Guidance & 
Support  

Curriculum  Inclusion  Personal 

Development  

Equality  

Megan Kelly Phineas Willis  Freya Thornton  Luke Gardener  Chloe Ward  

St Aidan St Cuthbert St Francis St Helena St Hild St Oswald 

Mikey Heaviside  Abigail Pollitt  Emma Ransome  Harriet Latif  Luke 

McNicholas  

Sophie Pollitt  

Evie Stott  Neve Middleton  Sam 

Hodgkinson  

Chloe Ashcroft  Faith Graham  Lewis Gustard  

SEND TRANSITION 

The SEND Department have also been welcoming some Year 6 students, who have been 
visiting the Academy after school to  look around the building and begin to get to know 
where everything is. Much of the  information is already available on the Academy 
website, together with an interactive tour of the school, to help make the Academy a more 
familiar place to all students. Mr Luck also held a virtual SEND evening where Parents and 
Carers could find out more information on SEND provision and ask any questions if they 
needed to. We look forward to welcoming all our new students in September. 

Prefects 2021-2022 

Once again the new prefects for the year ahead have gone through the application and interview  
process, and the successful prefects for 2021-2022 are: 



Interhouse Dodgeball Competition 
 

Over 100 students from Years 7, 8 & 9 have taken part in interhouse dodgeball competitions over the last 
two weeks. These competitions have been the first we have been able to run so far this academic year 
and it was fantastic to see so many students take up the opportunity to represent their House, demon-
strating much effort and enthusiasm throughout. More interhouse competitions will be coming up soon! 
  
The scores for these competitions are listed below: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9  

Aidan 5th 4th 6th 

Cuthbert 3rd 4th 3rd 

Francis 4th 2nd 1st 

Helena 2nd 6th 5th 

Hild 1st 1st 3rd 

Oswald 5th 2nd 1st 

Race Without Running  

Despite the unpredictable weather, Year 7 Hild participated in a marathon with a difference. Students 
were asked to complete a minimum of four laps to accomplish the total of 26.2 miles. However, this was 
not your typical run. They didn’t let the 
rain stop them as the Tutor Group 
managed to: run kicking a ball; walk and 
sing; read a book and walked and 
danced their way to the finish line. Even 
with a few slips and stumbles and the 
odd book in a puddle, the group showed 
resilience and carried on. The purpose 
was to raise money for 7 Hild’s chosen 
charities – Cancer Research UK and 
Remembering Rebecca. Well done to 
everyone involved. GO 7Hi! 

Spanish Cooking Competition 

Earlier this term, the Spanish Department held a Cooking Competition. Here 
is what one student in Year 9 thought about it: 

“When I entered the Spanish Cooking Competition, I was given a recipe sheet 
for churros, I had to translate the recipe into English and cook them. So, I 
translated the recipe and bought the ingredients I needed at Tesco, after this, 
I made the mixture and poured it into a piping bag and created the shape of 

the churros. After this, I added the oil to a frying pan with 
a small amount of salt to prevent it spitting and burning 
me. I carefully lowered the churros into the oil and put 
them onto a plate with paper towels to absorb the excess oil, the first few were 
sacrificial churros that burned, but once I had placed them all onto a plate, I added a 
small amount of sugar on top. As a dip, I microwaved a few teaspoons of Nutella in a 
small container. Once all this was done, I could sit down and eat! This was not the 
best dish I have ever done, but it was certainly a delicious creation.” - Joe 

          Many congratulations to Joe –he turned out to be the winner! 


