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INTRODUCTION 

The Local Governing Body recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional 

activities including visits and residential trips can make towards a student’s education. The Local 

Governing Body aims to promote and provide such activities as part of a broad and balanced 

curriculum for students of the Academy and as additional optional activities. 

In conformity with the requirements of sections 449 – 462 of the Education Act 1996 the Academy 

will consider: 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

If the activity cannot be funded without voluntary contributions the Local Governing Body or 

Headteacher will make this clear to parents at the outset. The Local Governing Body or 

Headteacher will also make it clear to parents that there is no obligation to make any contribution. 

No child will be excluded from an activity simply because his or her parents are unwilling or unable 

to pay. If insufficient voluntary contributions are raised to fund a visit, then it will be cancelled. 

RESIDENTIAL TRIPS 

The Academy will charge for the cost of board and lodgings during residential trips and the charge 

will not exceed the actual cost. 

Where the trip takes place wholly or mainly during Academy hours children whose parents can 

prove they are in receipt of the following benefits will, in addition to having a free Academy lunch 

entitlement, also be exempt from paying the cost of board and lodging: 

• Universal Credit in prescribed circumstances (TBA in Stockton Borough Council Area) 

• Income Support 

• Income Based Job Seeker’s Allowance 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, where the parent is not entitled to Working Tax Credit and whose annual 

income specified by the Inland Revenue does not exceed the financial threshold for the 

current year. 

• Guaranteed State Pension Credit   

 

The Headteacher will inform parents of the right to claim free board and lodging if they receive the 

above benefits. 

A similar entitlement applies where the trip takes place outside of Academy hours but it is 

necessary as part of the National Curriculum, forms part of the syllabus for a prescribed 

examination that the Academy is preparing the student to sit or the syllabus for Religious 

Education. 
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OPTIONAL EXTRAS 

A charge will be made for some activities: 

• Education provided outside of Academy time that is not part of the National Curriculum, 

not part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the student is being 

prepared for at the Academy or not part of Religious Education. 

• Transport that is not required to take the student to Academy or to other premises where 

the Local Authority/Governing Body have arranged for the student to be provided with 

education. 

• Board and lodging for a student on a residential visit. 

• Non-teaching staff costs 

• Entrance fees/activity fees 

• Insurance costs 

• Materials and equipment 

 

Participation in any optional extra activity will be on the basis of parental choice and a willingness 

to meet the charges. 

EXAMINATIONS 

No charge for examination entries can be made except where: 

• The examination is on the curriculum, but the student was not prepared for it at the 

Academy. 

• The examination is not on the curriculum but the Academy arranges for the student to 

take it. 

• A student fails without good reason to complete the requirements of any public 

examination where the Local Governing Body originally paid or agreed to pay the entry fee. 

 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

The Academy will not charge in respect of books, materials, equipment, instruments or incidental 

transport provided in connection with the agreed curriculum, statutory Religious Education or in 

preparation for prescribed public examinations or courses taught at the Academy.  

The Academy will make a charge to cover the costs of materials and ingredients for subjects such 

as Design Technology, Textiles, Food Technology and Art where parents/carers have indicated in 

advance that they would like their child to bring home the finished product. 

OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES 

To seek payment from parents/carers in respect of willful damage, neglect or loss including 

premises, furniture, equipment, books or materials. The charge will be the cost of replacement or 

repair, or such lower cost as the Headteacher may decide. 


