
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for a great start to our school year, this term we have achieved over 94% attendance for the whole 

school, which is fantastic after the challenging couple of years we have all experienced due to the pandemic. We are 

pleased with how well our new year 7s have settled and have an amazing attendance figure of over 96%, well done. 

This year you can keep track of your child’s attendance on the My Child at School (MCAS) App which provide updates 

every hour. This is in addition to Go4 Schools, which will also provide detailed information. Our team at the academy 

are happy to work with you to help your child attend school regularly and arrive on time. If you have any queries 

about this please contact the attendance team. 

 

Attending School regularly gives your child the best start in life 

 

We reward Positive Attendance - our goal is 97% average attendance across the academy. 

 

Positive attendance is celebrated during morning registration and is embedded into our academy life with 

assemblies, display boards and emails. Students receive two reports each year with attendance highlighted to 

parents and carers. Attendance counts towards the end of year “rewards trip”. 

 

Punctuality 

It is essential for students to arrive on time ready to learn. If a student arrives late, parents or carers will receive an 

email. Three late arrivals in one half term will result in an after school detention. 
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Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time. 

Ephesians 5:15-16 



 

Attendance leads to improved GCSE grades and outcomes 

Excellent attendance is key to enabling students maximise the educational opportunities available to them and it 
encourages them to develop into resilient, confident and capable young learners. Academic data fully supports the 
correlation between attendance and GCSE grades. 

 Research by Ofsted, collected over a 5-year period, also suggests students with very good attendance [96%+] are 
almost 5 times more likely to achieve 5+ GCSEs grades 9-4 including English and Mathematics. This difference in 
achievement is also found in the core subjects of the English Baccalaureate, where students with 96%+ attendance 
are around 22 times more likely to achieve the English Baccalaureate.          

 

 

Absence 

We understand that children become ill sometimes. If your child is too ill to attend school, then please call the 

school absence line before 9.00am that morning, providing a detailed reason for your child’s absence. A message 

should be left on the secure answering service for each day of illness. Please do not send your child to school if they 

have a fever, vomiting, diarrhoea or a contagious illness like chicken pox. If your child tests positive for Covid 19 

please keep them away from the academy for 3 days. 

If in doubt, you can send your child to school and we will contact you if they are too unwell to participate in lessons.  

If possible, medical appointments should be arranged outside of school hours. 

How the academy supports attendance                                                                                                    

When your child returns from absence they will have a ‘return to school’ conversation with their Learning Tutor to 

discuss their absence so that their views can be heard. The academy encourages students to catch up on missed 

work and homework. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that it is completed. All work is available on their 

One Note area. 

 

Leave of absence requests 

On average students attend school for 190 days per year and spend approximately 175 days away during weekends 

and holidays. A green slip should be filled in for all leave of absence requests. No holiday will be authorised unless it 

is requested in advance by the Headteacher under “exceptional circumstances” criteria. For holiday absences which 

include 10 or more sessions a penalty notice application will be made to then local authority. If we suspect your child 

has been absent due to a holiday we may request medical evidence. 

 

Attendance Concern 

If the academy becomes concerned about your child’s attendance you will receive a letter emailed to you, advising 

that your child’s attendance is below academy expectations. If your child’s attendance does not improve your child’s 

Head of House or a member of the attendance team will call you to advise that your child has been placed on a 

attendance support plan. This is to assist you to improve your child’s attendance. All absences will require medical 

evidence to be authorised. This plan is formally reviewed after 6 weeks. If there is still no improvement a referral 

may be made to the local authority and a fine imposed. 

If you are concerned about child’s attendance please contact your child’s Head of House or the attendance team for 

support and advice. 

 


