
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

12th September 2022 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

 

At All Saints Academy we value the power of reading. We know from research, that reading can not 

only boost your academic progress, but that reading for pleasure can develop confidence, empathy 

and positively impact upon our wellbeing and happiness. Reading is a skill; just like an athlete, we can 

have a good coach who teaches us’ how’, but we will only succeed with regular practice!  

 

To ensure your child has as many opportunities as possible to read, we are using the programme 

‘Accelerated Reader’. This programme enables the Academy (and parents) to track the reading 

progress of both Year 7 and Year 8 students. Students will undertake a STAR test in the next fortnight 

on a computer, which will assess their personal reading level and place them on a specific level. The 

test is very intuitive and changes as the student works through it, in order to meet their needs so that 

every skill is covered. In our English reading lesson, fortnightly, teachers will guide the students on 

how the library works and how to find books suitable to their reading range.  

 

Making progress on Accelerated Reader 

 

AR is a programme used to motivate students to increase their reading, vocabulary and 

comprehension, guiding them towards independent reading. AR is a popular reading programme 

used in thousands of schools and academies. Across numerous research projects there is a proven 

link between strong reading skills and academic success – great readers make great learners! This 

compliments our goal of having each child reading independently for at least 20-30 minutes per day at 

school and at home. 

 

When students have completed a book, they must log into their account no more than 48 hours later. 

They can then do an online quiz to check their reading skills. The expectation is an 85% pass rate 

which will then secure progress. You can check whether a book is on the AR programme by visiting 

www.arbookfind.co.uk. In addition students also have access to an online library called MyON which 

contains 7000 ebooks. This means the students can choose a shorter read in between more 

challenging novels if they so wish.  

 

To encourage students to get online and read more we have created a reward system that links to the 

quizzes they can do in Accelerated Reader. The rewards poster is attached. We hope you will 

encourage your child to read for 20 minutes a day and complete their quizzes.  

 

STAR tests are undertaken 4 times a year; this produces a detailed report which will show student’s 

English teachers the progress they are making as a result of reading frequently and quizzing.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to learn more about the programme you can access the following web pages: 

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/parent-resources/reading-literacy/ 

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parents-Guide-to-Renaissance.pdf 

 

How can you help? 

 

All Year 7 and 8 students must ensure that they always have a reading book in their bag as part of 

their school equipment. Please encourage your child to read for at least 20mins each day (it is part of 

their ongoing English weekly homework) and to also take quizzes online at home.  

Your child will receive the login details once the STAR test is completed and this half term you will also 

receive a ‘Home Connect’ letter with your child’s ZPD(reading range) and log in details. Please 

encourage students to log on and complete A.R. quizzes. 

 

There will be lots of exciting rewards and displays around the Academy to celebrate our positive 

reading culture. Our growing library is a lovely environment for students to access at lunchtime 

(starting from 19th Sept.) and after school to complete homework or sit and read with the support of 

our reading leaders; students can sit quietly and let their book take them on an exciting journey 

without even leaving our comfy sofas!  

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. You may also like to 

look at our reading page on the website too. 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 

 
 

 

Mrs Buchan  

Deputy Headteacher 

 

Mr. Percival 

Head of English 

 

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body and prayer is to the soul.” 
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